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Members of the Senate 
 

Gene G. Abdallah – Republican. District 10. Lincoln and Min-
nehaha Counties. Address:  4908 S. Glenview Rd., Sioux Falls 
57108. Date of Birth:  July 16, 1936, Sioux Falls. Spouse:  Judy. 
Children:  Greg, Don and Scott. Catholic. Cathedral High School, 
Sioux Falls, 1954. Private sector, 15 years; Retired Law Enforce-
ment, 25 years; Chief Deputy Sheriff, Minnehaha County Sheriff’s 
Department; U.S. Marshal, District of South Dakota; Superinten-
dent, South Dakota Highway Patrol. South Dakota Air National 
Guard, 1954 – 1962; Member, El Riad Shrine; Elks, Number 262. 
State Representative, 2001 – 2002; State Senator, 2003 – Present. 
Committees:  Judiciary (Chair), State Affairs and Commerce. 
 
 
 

 
 

Stanford M. Adelstein – Republican. District 32. Pennington 
County. Address:  PO Box 2624, Rapid City 57709. Date of Birth:  August 
19, 1931, Sioux City, IA. Children:  Daniel, James, and Jon. Jewish. Uni-
versity of Colorado, Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering and Finance; 
South Dakota School of Mines and Technology, Honorary Doctorate in 
Business Administration. President, Northwestern Engineering Company; 
Former Adjunct Professor, South Dakota School of Mines and Technology; 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers; South Dakota Army Guard; Colorado Air 
Guard; Civilian Aide to Secretary of the Army. Present and Former 
Boards: Chairman, Synagogue of the Hills; Chairman, Rapid City Chamber 
of Commerce; National Council Economic Opportunity (appointed by 
President Ford); Governor’s Office of Economic Development Board; 
West River Economic Coalition; Advisory Council, 9th Federal Reserve 
Bank; Director, Rushmore Bank and Trust; Great Western Bank; KFx, Inc.; 
Chairman, Rushmore Plaza Civic Center; Jewish Institute for National 
Security Affairs; American Jewish Committee; Rapid City Library Board; 
Chairman, Rapid City Boys Club; Lutheran Social Service; Chairman, St. 
Johns Hospital; Rapid City Regional Hospital; Rapid City Youth and Fam-
ily Services; South Dakota Philanthropist of the Year, 2004; Biennial Gov-
ernor's Award for Arts, 2005. State Representative, 2001 – 2004; State 
Senator, 2005 – Present. Committees:  Commerce, Health and Human Ser-
vices (Chair) and Taxation. 

 
 

Dan Ahlers – Democrat. District 25. Hanson, McCook and Min-
nehaha Counties. Address:  913 Washington Ave., Dell Rapids 
57022. Date of Birth:  November 14, 1973, Dell Rapids. Spouse:  
Amy Marie. Children:  Jackson. Augustana College, Bachelor of 
Arts in Government and International Relations. Business Owner. 
State Representative, 2007 – 2008; State Senator, 2009 – Present. 
Committee:  Appropriations. 
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Julie Bartling – Democrat. District 26. Gregory, Mellette, Todd 
and Tripp Counties. Address:  PO Box 256, Burke 57523. Date of 
Birth:  July 1, 1958, Burke. Catholic. Burke High School, 1976. 
Secretary, Gregory County Community Health Nurse, 1977 – 1978; 
Deputy Treasurer, Gregory County, 1978 – 1981; Deputy County 
Auditor, Gregory County, 1981 – 1983. Gregory County 
Committeewoman; President, South Dakota Association of County 
Officials, 1998 – 1999; Herrick American Legion Auxiliary; Rose-
bud – Sandhills Right–to–Life; Board of Directors (Presidential 
Appointee), Federal Agricultural Mortgage Corporation. Gregory 
County Auditor, 1983 – 2000; State Representative, 2001 – 2004; 
State Senator, 2005 – Present. Committees:  Senate Appropriations 
and Government Operations and Audit 
 
 
Jim Bradford – Republican. District 27. Bennett, Shannon, 
Jackson and Haakon Counties. Address:  PO Box 690, Pine Ridge 
57770. Date of Birth:  October 18, 1933, Parmelee. Spouse:  Shirlee 
Bettelyoun. Children:  Misty, Justin, Tyson, Stacee and Kobe. 
Episcopalian. Bennett County High School, 1952; Sinte Gleska 
University, Bachelor of Science in Elementary Education. Rancher; 
Retired Teacher. Chairman, Todd County Commissioner, 6 years; 
State Representative, 2001 – 2008; State Senator, 2009 – Present. 
Committee:  Local Government (Vice–Chair). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Corey Brown – Republican. District 23. Campbell, Edmunds, 
Faulk, Hyde, McPherson, Potter and Walworth Counties. Address:  
316 S. Potter St., Gettysburg 57442. Date of Birth:  October 1, 
1974, Ellsworth Air Force Base. Spouse:  Karen. Children:  Reagan 
and Harrison. Catholic. Gettysburg High School, 1993; University 
of Notre Dame, Notre Dame, IN, Bachelor of Arts in Government 
and International Relations, 1997; University of San Diego, San 
Diego, CA, Master of Arts in International Relations, 2005. Officer 
and Naval Aviator, U.S. Navy, 1997 – 2007; Executive Director, 
Gettysburg/Whitlock Bay Development Corporation, 2008 – 
Present. State Senator, 2009 – Present. Committees: Appropriations 
and Retirement Laws (Vice–Chair). 
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Thomas A. Dempster – Republican. District 9. Minnehaha 
County. Address:  PO Box 2031, Sioux Falls 57101. Spouse:  Pat. 
Children:  Elizabeth, Jennifer and Annie. Congregational. Univer-
sity of South Dakota, Bachelor of Arts in Economics. Financial 
Advisor; Vice President, Merrill Lynch, 1994 – Present; Dain 
Bosworth, 1977 – 1994. Chairman, Metro Council (911); Presi-
dent, South Dakota County Commissioners Association. Univer-
sity of South Dakota Trustee and School of Business Board of 
Governors; Washington Pavilion Visual Arts Center Board; 
Rotary Foundation, Team Leader to India; Team Member to 
Denmark. Awards:  South Dakota Public Radio’s Dakota Heroes – 
Edward R. Murrow; Bowden Spirit of Youth, 1996; South Dakota 
Coalition Champion for Children, 1999; People’s Choice Award–
Visual Art Center, 2001. Minnehaha County Commission, 1989 – 
1998; State Senator 2003 – Present; Senate Assistant Majority 
Leader, 2009 – Present. Committees:  Health and Human Services, 
Legislative Procedure and State Affairs (Chair). 
 
 
Art Fryslie – Republican. District 6. Beadle, Clark, Codington, 
Hamlin and Kingsbury Counties. Address:  43404 118th St., Wil-
low Lake 57278. Date of Birth:  October 25, 1941, Watertown. 
Spouse:  Jane. Children:  Tara Vig and Jess Fryslie. Lutheran. 
Vienna High School, 1959; attended South Dakota State 
University. Farmer. Township Supervisor, 17 years. Willow Lake 
Lions; Gideons; Committeeman, Vice Chairman and Chairman, 
Clark County Republicans. State Representative, 1999 – 2006; 
State Senator, 2009 – Present. Committees:  Taxation (Vice–Chair) 
and Transportation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jason M. Gant – Republican. District 11. Minnehaha and Lin-
coln Counties. Address:  PO Box 2012, Sioux Falls 57101. 
Spouse:  Chris. Children:  Abbi, Sophie and Mallory. Catholic. 
Geddes High School, 1995; University of South Dakota, Bachelor 
of Science Degree, 1999. Gant Group, Inc., 2005 – Present; South 
Dakota State Medical Association, 2004 – 2005; DAKOTACARE, 
1999 – 2004. Knights of Columbus; St. Michael Parish Finance 
Council; Leadership Sioux Falls; Junior Achievement; Rotary; 
Legislative District 11 Director, 2003 – Present; Minnehaha 
County Republican Party Executive Board, 2003 – Present; South 
Dakota Republican Party Executive Board, 2003 – Present. State 
Senator, 2005 – Present. Committees:  Commerce, Health and 
Human Services and Local Government (Chair). 
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Cooper Garnos – Republican. District 21. Brule, Buffalo, 
Charles Mix, Jones and Lyman Counties. Address:  PO Box 119, 
Presho 57568. Date of Birth:  October 19, 1965, Mitchell. Spouse:  
Mary Jo. Children:  Chesney Jo and Cruz. Lutheran. Lyman High 
School, 1985; Dakota Wesleyan University, Bachelors Degree in 
Social Science Composite/Education, 1991; South Dakota State 
University, Masters of Education Administration, 1997; University 
of Sioux Falls, Education Specialist, 2006. Social Science and 
Physical Education Instructor, Lyman High School, 15 years; 
Ranch and Farm Partner; Small Business Owner. State Representa-
tive, 1999 – 2006; State Senator 2007 – Present; Senate Majority 
Whip, 2009 – Present. Committees:  Agriculture and Natural Re-
sources, Education (Chair) and Legislative Procedure. 
 
 

 
 

Margaret V. Gillespie – Democrat. District 16. Lincoln and 
Union Counties. Address:  29166 481st Ave., Hudson 57034. Date 
of Birth:  February 15, 1969, Hawarden, IA. Spouse:  Daniel. 
Catholic. Augustana College, Bachelor of Arts Degree, 1991; Uni-
versity of South Dakota, Juris Doctorate, 1996. Assistant Public 
Defender, Minnehaha County Public Defender’s Office, 1996 – 
1999; Private Practice, Sioux Falls, 2000 – 2001; Attorney at Law, 
Gubbrud, Haugland and Gillespie, 2001 – Present. Co–Chair, State 
Democratic Convention, 2002; Member, State Bar of South Dakota 
and State Bar of Iowa. State Representative, 2001 – 2008; Assistant 
Minority Leader, 2005 – 2006; State Senator, 2009 – Present;  
Senate Minority Whip, 2009 – Present. Committees: Government 
Operations and Audit, Judiciary and Local Government. 
 
 

 
 

Bob Gray – Republican. District 24. Hughes, Stanley and Sully 
Counties. Address:  111 Lee Hill Rd., Pierre 57501. Date of Birth:  
September 6, 1971, Rapid City. Spouse:  Cara. Children:  Adisyn 
and Nicholas. Catholic. St. Martin’s Academy, Sioux Falls, 1989; 
University of South Dakota, Bachelor of Science in Business Ad-
ministration. Office of the Attorney General, 1994 – 2002; CEO, 
Pierre Area Chamber of Commerce and Pierre Economic Devel-
opment Corporation, 2002 – 2005; Financial Advisor, Reinke Gray 
Wealth Management, 2005 – Present. Board of Directors, Univer-
sity of South Dakota Alumni Association; Board of Directors, 
Capital University Center; Board of Directors, Capital Area Coun-
seling Service; Rotary. State Senator, 2005 – Present; Senate Presi-
dent Pro Tempore, 2007 – Present. Committees:  Education, Legis-
lative Procedure (Chair) and State Affairs (Vice–Chair). 
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Tom Hansen – Republican. District 22. Beadle, Hand and 
Jerauld Counties. Address:  648 13th St. SW, Huron 57350. Date 
of Birth:  August 28, 1939, Mansfield. Spouse:  Marge. Children:  
Seth and Heidi. Lutheran. Cresbard High School; South Dakota 
State University, Bachelor of Science Degree; South Dakota State 
University, Master of Science Degree; Colorado School of Bank-
ing. Animal Nutritionist, Retired; Wells Fargo Bank, 1963 – 
1984; Zip Feed Mills, 1984 – 1999. Board of Control, Wisconsin 
Lutheran Seminary; South Dakota State University Alumni Asso-
ciation; Lions International; Dakota Heritage Barbershop Chorus; 
Huron Symphony; Huron Municipal Band; Huron Chamber of 
Commerce; American Society of Animal Science. Distinguished 
Service Award, South Dakota State University Alumni Associa-
tion; Distinguished Service Award, Mobridge Jaycees. State Rep-
resentative, 2001 – 2002; State Senator, 2005 – Present. Commit-
tees: Agriculture and Natural Resources, Health and Human Ser-
vices (Vice–Chair) and Taxation (Chair). 

 
 
Gary D. Hanson – Democrat. District 1. Day, Marshall and 
Roberts Counties. Address:  45897 118th St., Sisseton 57262. 
Date of Birth:  December 17, 1949, Sisseton. Spouse:  Angela. 
Children:  Stacy, Cody and Ross. Lutheran. Sisseton High 
School, 1968; South Dakota State University, 1968 – 1971. Self–
employed farmer, 1971 – Present. Director, Farmers Elevator; 
Emmanuel Lutheran Church Council. State Representative, 1999 
– 2004; State Senator, 2005 – Present, Assistant Minority Leader, 
2009 – Present. Committees:  Legislative Procedure, State Affairs 
and Transportation. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Jeffrey K. Haverly – Republican. District 35. Pennington 
County. Address:  22983 Candlelight Dr., Rapid City 57703. 
Date of Birth:  November 19, 1958, LaCrosse, WI. Spouse:  
Terri. Children:  Erika, Janelle and Samantha. Methodist. West 
Salem High School, 1978; Black Hills State University, studies in 
History and Political Science, currently attending. U.S. Air Force, 
retired; Owner/Manager, Kids Kastle Inc; Owner/Manager, Kids 
Kastle West LLC; Evaluator Aircrew, U.S. Air Force 28th Bomb 
Wing, Ellsworth Air Force Base. National Child Care 
Association; Rapid City Economic Development Advisory 
Member, National Rifle Association; Member, Retired Enlisted 
Association. Two Meritorious Service Medals, U.S. Air Force. 
Rapid City School Board, 2000 – 2002; State Representative, 
2003 – 2008; State Senator, 2009 – Present. Committees:  Appro-
priations (Vice–Chair) and Government Operations and Audit. 

 



 South Dakota Senate Page 33  
 
Scott Heidepriem – Democrat. District 13. Minnehaha 
County.  Address:  503 E. 21st St., Sioux Falls 57105. Date of 
Birth:  June 25, 1956, Miller. Spouse:  Susan. Children:  Samuel 
and Peter. Protestant. Miller High School; University of South 
Dakota, Bachelor of Arts Degree, 1978, Juris Doctorate, 1980, 
Master of Arts, 1983; Harvard University, Masters in Public 
Administration, 1992. States Attorney, Jerauld County, 1980 – 
1982; private practice, Johnson, Heidepriem, Abdallah and 
Johnson, 1993 – Present. Student Regent, 1978 – 1980; Phi Beta 
Kappa. State Representative, 1983 – 1986, 1989; State Senator, 
1990 – 1992, 2007 – Present; Senate Minority Leader, 2007 – 
Present. Committees:  Judiciary, Legislative Procedure and State 
Affairs. 
 
 
 
 
 
Gordon Howie – Republican. District 30. Custer, Fall River 
and Pennington Counties. Address:  23415 Bradsky Rd., Rapid 
City 57703. Date of Birth:  July 23, 1949, Rapid City. Spouse:  
Connie. Children:  Kim, Kelly, Karey, Ashton, Shadrach and 
Chevae. Christian. Real Estate Broker, 30 plus years; Developer; 
Real Estate Investor; Business Owner; Rancher. State 
Representative, 2005 – 2008; State Senator, 2009 – Present. 
Committees:  Agriculture and Natural Resources (Vice–Chair) 
and Taxation and Transportation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jim Hundstad – Democrat. District 2. Brown and Spink Coun-
ties. Address:  13755 395th Ave., Bath 57427. Date of Birth:  
December 16, 1941, Aberdeen. Spouse:  Barbara. Children:  
Jeffrey, Kevin and Marianne. Lutheran. Northern State 
University, Bachelor of Science in Science and Education (cum 
laude); Master of Arts in Education. Operation of Hundstad 
family farm, 1981 – Present; U.S. Air Force, 1960 – 1968; Sci-
ence and Math Teacher, Aberdeen and Groton Public School, 
1973 – 1981. Master Mason; Shiners; American Legion; 
Veterans of Foreign Wars; Chamber of Commerce. State Repre-
sentative, 2001 – 2004; State Senate 2005 – Present. Committee:  
Appropriations. 
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Jean M. Hunhoff – Republican. District 18. Yankton County. Ad-
dress:  2511 Mulligan Dr., Yankton 57078. Date of Birth:   December 30, 
1953, Yankton. Spouse:  Dan. Children:  Matthew, Nicholas, Abbey and 
Paul. Catholic. Tyndall–Tabor High School, 1972; South Dakota State 
University, Bachelor of Science in Nursing, 1976; University of Nebraska 
Medical Center, Omaha, NE, Master of Arts in Nursing, 1979; University 
of Minnesota, Master of Arts in Hospital Administration, 1991. Homecare 
Director, Corporate Quality and Compliance Office, Vice President of 
Professional Services and Assistant Clinical Director of Nursing, Avera 
Sacred Heart Hospital, 1980 – Present. President, South Dakota Home 
Health Association; Chairperson, Yankton County Republican, 1998 – 
2000; American College of Health Care Executives; American Legion and 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Auxiliaries; Chamber of Commerce Government 
Affairs Committee; St. Benedict Church; Soccer Referee and Coach. 
Yankton City Commission, 1991 – 1997; Mayor, City of Yankton, 1995 – 
1997; State Representative, 2001 – 2006; State Senator, 2007 – Present. 
Committees:  Appropriations (Chair) and Government Operations and Au-
dit. 
 
 
Sandy Jerstad – Democrat. District 12. Lincoln and Minnehaha Coun-
ties. Address:  19 Riverview Heights, Sioux Falls 57105. Date of Birth:  
November 18, 1943, St. Paul, MN. Spouse:  Mark (deceased). Children:  
Mike, Rachel and Sarah. Lutheran. Roosevelt High School (Valedictorian), 
Virginia, MN, 1962; St. Olaf College, Northfield, MN, Bachelor of Arts in 
English, with Minor in Spanish Education, 1966; South Dakota State Uni-
versity, Master of Science in Health, Education and Recreation, 1980; 
University of South Dakota, Doctorate in Education Administration, 1994. 
Ninth Grade English Teacher, Boran Junior High School, Seattle, WA, 
1966 – 1967; Seventh and Ninth Grade English, Reading and Geography 
Teacher, Roseville, MN, 1967 – 1968; Augustana College Professor and 
Coach, Sioux Falls, 1977 – 2003; Retired. Tournament Director, Rebel 
Spring Games (NCAA College Softball teams, Kisiminee, FL); Member, 
National Board of Directors, Good Samaritan Society; Board Member, 
Center for Western Studies, Augustana. State Senator, 2007 – Present. 
Committees:  Education, Health and Human Services, Retirement Laws 
and Taxation. 
 
 
Frank J. Kloucek – Democrat. District 19. Bon Homme, Hutchinson, 
Douglas and Turner Counties. Address:  29966 423rd Ave., Scotland 
57059. Date of Birth:  September 27, 1956, Yankton. Spouse:  Joan. Chil-
dren:  Jennifer, Michelle, Kimberlee and F. Jared. Catholic. Scotland High 
School, 1974; South Dakota State University, Bachelor of Science Degree, 
1978. Farmer. Graduate, Dale Carnegie and Rebecca Dunn Leadership 
Courses; President, Bon Homme Farmers Union and County Councilors; 
President, District 1 Farmers Union; Chair, Bon Homme Democrats; 
Secretary, South Dakota Soybean Association, 1987; Lifetime Member, 
Farmers Union, Scotland Historical Society and Czech Heritage 
Preservation Society; Senate Committee, Agriculture and Natural 
Resources (Vice–Chair), 1993 – 1994; American Coalition for Ethanol 
Legislative Service, 2001–2002; American Corn Growers Association. 
Awards:  Lesterville Jaycees Outstanding Young Citizen, 1991; South 
Dakota Farmers Union Legislative Service, 1994; South Dakota 
Pharmaceutical Association, Distinguished Service, 1995; “Friend of the 
Family Farmer” Award, 2005. State Representative, 1991 – 1992, 2001 – 
2002; State Senator, 1993 – 2000, 2003 – Present. Committees: Agriculture 
and Natural Resources, Local Government and Transportation. 
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David Knudson – Republican. District 14. Minnehaha County. 
Address:  2100 E. Slaten Ct., Sioux Falls 57103. Date of Birth:  
April 30, 1950, Yankton. Spouse:  Deanna. Children:  Michael and 
Mark. Lutheran. Yankton High School, 1968; Harvard University, 
Bachelor of Arts (cum laude), 1972; New York University, Juris 
Doctorate, 1975 (Root–Tilden Scholar); University of South  
Dakota, Masters in Business Administration, 1981. Lawyer, 
Partner, Davenport, Evans, Hurwitz & Smith, LLP; Chief of Staff, 
South Dakota Governor’s Office, 1995 (January – March), 1999 
(January – March). State Board of Elections; Chair, Governor’s 
Task Force on Managed Care, 1995; Chair, Governor’s Task Force 
on Physician Recruitment, 1996; Chair, Governor’s Task Force on 
Trust Law Reform and Administration, 1996 – Present; City of 
Sioux Falls Charter Revision Commission, 1998 – 2000; American 
Bar Association; South Dakota Bar Association; Rotary. Award:  
University of South Dakota School of Business Distinguished Ser-
vice Award Alumnus, 1999. State Senator, 2003 – Present; Senate 
Majority Leader, 2007 – Present. Committees: Education (Vice–
Chair), Legislative Procedure (Vice–Chair) and State Affairs. 

 
 

Ryan Maher – Democrat. District 28. Butte, Corson, Dewey, 
Harding, Meade, Perkins and Ziebach Counties. Address:  PO Box 
237, Isabel 57633. Date of Birth:  August 19, 1977, Mobridge. 
Catholic. Isabel High School, 1996; Black Hills State University, 
Bachelor of Science in Accounting, with Minors in Business Ad-
ministration, Computer Application and Computer Programming, 
2000; Colorado Graduate School of Banking, Boulder, CO, 2007. 
Office of Inspector General, U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services, Omaha, NE, and Denver, CO, 2000 – 2002; County 
Executive Director, Ziebach County Farm Service Agency, 2002 – 
2004; Loan Officer, Farmer State Bank, 2004 – Present; Owner, 
Isabel Café and Lounge, 2005 – Present. Isabel School Board, 2003 
– 2006; State Senator, 2007 – Present. Committees: Agriculture and 
Natural Resources, Taxation and Transportation. 
 
 
Pam Merchant – Democrat. District 7. Brookings County. Ad-
dress:  721 Medary Ave., Brookings 57006. Date of Birth:  De-
cember 18, 1967, Cavalier, ND. Spouse:  Dan. Children:  Lucas, 
Parker and Courtney. Methodist. Walhalla High School, Walhalla, 
ND, 1986; Rocky Mountain College of Art and Design, Denver, 
CO, Associates Degree in Design and Illustration, 1988. Owner and 
Operator, Merchant Design; Self-Employed as Web and Graphic 
Designer, 21 years. Member, Rotary International; Youth Exchange 
Officer, District 5610, 2006 – Present; Member, Toastmasters, 2007 
– Present; Brookings Art Council Board, 1998 – 2003; President, 
Brookings Community Theatre, 2003 – 2007. Brookings Board of 
Education, 2004 – 2008; State Senator, 2009 – Present. 
Committees:  Commerce, Health and Human Services and 
Taxation. 
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Kathy Miles – Democrat. District 15. Minnehaha County. Ad-
dress:  610 N. Summit Ave., Sioux Falls 57104. Spouse:  Jim. 
Children:  Angela, Anthony and Andrew. Catholic. Presentation 
College, Aberdeen, Bachelor of Science in Allied Health Man-
agement; St. John’s School of Nursing, Huron, Registered Nurse 
Diploma. Clinic Registered Nurse Manager (Currently), Avera 
McKennan, Sioux Falls; Clinical Research Coordinator, Staff De-
velopment Specialist, Registered Nurse Supervisor; Registered 
Nurse, Central Plains Clinic; Registered Nurse, Dakota Midland 
Hospital. South Dakota Nurse Educator of the Year; Certificate of 
Recognition for Nursing Professionalism, Avera McKennan; Em-
ployee of the Month, Central Plains Clinic; Health Advisory 
Board; Parish Nurse Program; Alumni. Bowhay Institute for Leg-
islative Leadership Development; Alumni, Henry Toll Fellowship. 
State Representative, 2003 – 2008, Minority Whip, 2005 – 2007; 
State Senator, 2009 – Present. Committees: Health and Human 
Services, Local Government and Retirement Laws. 
 
 
Thomas R. Nelson – Republican. District 31. Lawrence County. 
Address:  616 Sunnyhill Rd., Lead 57745. Date of Birth:  July 30, 
1957, Deadwood. Spouse:  Melodee. Children:  Abby, A.J. and 
Ben. Catholic. Lead High School, 1975; South Dakota State 
University, Bachelor of Science in Journalism, with Minors in 
Sociology and Political Science, 1979. General Manager, Gold 
Dust / Four Aces, 2007 – Present; Executive Director, Lead 
Economic Area Development, 2001 – 2007; Manager and Partner, 
Mineral Palace Hotel and Gaming, 1992 – 2001; Manager, Best 
Western Hickok House, 1984 – 1992. Mayor, City of Lead, 2002 – 
Present; State Senator, 2009 – Present. Committees: Commerce 
(Vice–Chair), Retirement Laws (Chair) and Taxation. 
 
 
 
 
Benjamin J. Nesselhuf – Democrat. District 17. Clay and 
Turner Counties. Address:  PO Box 68, Vermillion 57069. Date of 
Birth:  October 13, 1975, Rapid City. Lutheran. Vermillion High 
School, 1994; University of South Dakota. Insurance Agent. South 
Eastern Council of Governments; Jaycees; South Dakota Jaycee, 
2005; Rotary. Awards:  Outstanding Young Civic Leader, Vermil-
lion, 2002; Outstanding Young South Dakotan, 2005; Friend of 
Ethanol; 2008 Outstanding Advocate, American Cancer Society. 
State Representative, 2001 – 2004; State Senator, 2005 – Present; 
Chairman, Democratic Senate Caucus, 2007. Committees: Com-
merce, Education and Legislative Procedure. 
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Al Novstrup – Republican. District 3. Brown and McPherson 
Counties. Address:  3629 Rolling Meadows Dr., Aberdeen 
57401. Date of Birth:  August 4, 1954, Sisseton. Spouse:  Kathy. 
Children:  Linda and David. Methodist. Sisseton High School, 
Granite Falls, MN; South Dakota State University, Bachelor of 
Science in Economics, with a Minor in Teaching. 
Owner/Manager, computer company, 1983 – 2000; 
Owner/Manager, Family Fun Park, 1994 – Present; Teacher, 
Math and Science, Granite Falls, MN. Representative, White 
House Conference on Small Business; Kiwanis; Promise 
Keepers; Board Member, Boys and Girls Club; Board Member, 
Salvation Army. Jaycees Employer of the Year; Mayor Out-
standing Employer for Disabled Employees. State Representa-
tive, 2003 – 2008; State Senator, 2009 – Present. Committee:  
Appropriations. 
 
 
Russell Olson – Republican. District 8. Lake, Miner, Moody 
and Sanborn Counties. Address:  6098 Dakota Ave., Madison 
57042.   Date of Birth:  May 27, 1970, Flandreau. Spouse: Jennie. 
Children:  Ben, Anna and Victoria. Methodist. Egan High 
School, 1988; University of South Dakota, Bachelors in English 
and Political Science, 1993, Masters in Public Administration, 
1996. Planner, South Eastern Council of Governments, 2000; 
Planner, Central Enhancement District, 2001; Governor’s Office 
of Economic Development, 2001; Executive Director, Lake Area 
Improvement Corporation, 2002; Manager of Education, Heart-
land Consumers Power District, 2005. Board of Directors, Madi-
son Chamber of Commerce and Madison Area Career Learning 
Center; Junior Achievement Volunteer; Member, Ducks Unlim-
ited; Committee, Lake County Pro–Pheasants; Rocky Mountain 
Elk Foundation. State Representative, 2007 – 2008; State Sena-
tor, 2009 – Present. Committees:  Commerce (Chair), Education 
and State Affairs. 
 
 
Jim Peterson – Democrat. District 4. Brookings, Deuel, Grant 
and Moody Counties. Address:  16952 482nd Ave., Revillo 
57259. Date of Birth:  March 16, 1943, Grant County. Spouse:  
Jane. Children:  Scott, Timothy, Heath and Erik. Lutheran. 
Augustana College, Bachelor of Arts Degree. Farmer 1966 – 
Present; Science Teacher, Parker, 1965 – 1966. Revillo Elevator 
Board; Lowe Township Board; Zoar Church Council; Northern 
Growers Ethanol Coop Board. Grant – Deuel School Board; State 
Representative, 2001 – 2004; State Senator, 2005 – Present; 
Senate Minority Whip, 2009 – Present. Committees: Agriculture 
and Natural Resources, Education and Taxation.  
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Larry Rhoden – Republican. District 29. Meade and Butte 
Counties. Address:  PO Box 12, Union Center 57787. Date of 
Birth:  February 5, 1959, Sturgis. Spouse:  Sandy Murphy. Chil-
dren:  Jesse, Cody, Reggie and Tristen. Baptist. Sunshine Bible 
Academy, Miller; Northwestern Vocational School. Rancher; Cus-
tom Welder. Former Army National Guard; Past President, Cenex 
of Union Center, Sturgis and Belle Fourche; Trustee, Community 
Baptist Church; Past Member, Farmer’s Home Administration 
County Committee; Board Member, State Agriculture and Rural 
Leaders. Past Member Meade School Board; State Representative, 
2001 – 2008; State Senator, 2009 – Present; Senate Majority Whip, 
2009 – Present. Committees:  Agriculture and Natural Resources 
(Chair) and State Affairs. 
 
 
 
Dennis Schmidt – Republican. District 33. Meade and Penning-
ton Counties. Address:  22531 Potter Rd., Rapid City 57702. Date 
of Birth:  August 19, 1945, Aberdeen. Spouse:  Toni. Children:  
Rob, Marti, Jim and Stan. Christian. Central High School, Rapid 
City, 1964; Edison Tech, Seattle, WA; Seattle Bible College, Seat-
tle, WA; Everett Junior College, Everett, WA; Snohomish Police 
Academy. Technical Illustrator, Boeing; Sather Drywall; Minister, 
Assembly of God Church; Police Office, Snohomish Police De-
partment; Black Hills Blend Espresso. State Senator, 2007 – Pre-
sent. Committees:  Judiciary, Local Government and Transporta-
tion (Vice–Chair). 
 
 
 
 
 
Craig Tieszen – Republican. District 34. Pennington County. 
Address: 3416 Brookside Dr., Rapid City 57702. Date of Birth:  
October 24, 1949, Sioux Falls. Spouse:  Debra. Children:  Leslie 
and Laura. Methodist. Canistota High School, 1967; South Dakota 
School of Mines and Technology, Degree in Chemical Engineer-
ing, 1971; University of South Dakota, selected studies in 
Criminal Justice, 1980. Secondary School Teacher, U.S. Peace 
Corp, Kenya, 1971 – 1975; Rapid City Police Department, 1975 – 
2007, Chief of Police, 2000 – 2007. State Senator, 2009 – Present. 
Committees:  Government Operations and Audit (Chair), Judiciary 
(Vice–Chair) and Local Government. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 South Dakota Senate Page 39  
 
Nancy Turbak Berry – Democrat. District 5. Codington 
County.  Address:  44 Paradise Dr., Watertown 57201. Date of 
Birth:  September 17, 1956, Watertown. Children:  Seamus Cul-
hane and Liam Culhane. Harvard College, Bachelor of Arts in 
Government (cum laude), 1977; University of California, Boalt 
Hall School of Law, Doctorate in Jurisprudence, 1981. Lawyer. 
State Senator, 2007 – Present. Committees:  Commerce, Judici-
ary and State Affairs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mike Vehle – Republican. District 20. Aurora and Davison 
Counties. Address:  132 N. Harmon Dr., Mitchell. Date of Birth:    
November 17, 1949, Reliance. Methodist. Chamberlain High 
School; University of South Dakota. Legislative Aide, Congress-
man James Abdnor, 4 years;  Former President, Shanard Inc. 
(grain, feed, and fertilizer business); involved in starting the First 
Multibank Community Development Corporation; Vice President 
and Credit Card Manager, CorTrust Bank. Former President, 
Mitchell Area Chamber of Commerce; State Railroad Advisory 
Board; Federal Grain Inspection Service Advisory Board; 
Heritage Fund Board; Mitchell Area Charitable Fund Board. 
State Representative, 2005 – 2008; State Senator, 2009 – Present. 
Committees:  Agriculture and Natural Resources, Judiciary and 
Transportation (Chair). 
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Members of the House 
  

Susy Blake – Democrat. District 13. Minnehaha County. Address:  
2516 Clarkway Dr., Sioux Falls 57105. Date of Birth:  November 
26, 1950, Chicago, IL. Spouse:  Jerry. Children:  Chris, Andy and 
Todd. Lutheran. Fargo North High School, Fargo, ND, 1968; Wah-
peton State School of Science, Licensed Practical Nurse, 1971; 
Boston College, Boston, MA, 1986 – 1987; Augustana College, 
Sioux Falls, Bachelor of Arts in Psychology, 1993. Operating Room 
Nurse, Dakotah Hospital, Fargo, ND, 1970 – 1971; LPN–ENT As-
sociate, San Antonio, TX, 1972 – 1973; Teacher Aide, Rosebud, 
1974 – 1975; Substitute Teacher, San Antonio, TX 1975 – 1976; 
Carroll Institute Project Awareness, Sioux Falls, 1994 – 1997; 
Teacher Aide, Annie Sullivan, Sioux Falls, 1997 – 1998; Licensed 
Practical Nurse, Downtown Healthcare, Sioux Falls, 1998 – 
Present; Director, YMCA Outdoor Challenge Course, 1999 – 2007, 
Facilitator, 2007 – 2008. Camp Committee, Sioux Falls YMCA, 
1994 – Present, Board of Directors, 1999 – 2000; Ronald McDonald 
House, 1984 – 1986, 1988 – 1990; Junior League, Sioux Falls, 1977 
– 1986. State Representative, 2009 – Present. Committees:  Com-
merce and Health and Human Services.  

 
 

 

Jim Bolin – Republican. District 16. Lincoln and Union Counties. 
Address: 403 W. 11th St., Canton 57013. Date of Birth:  December 
31, 1950, Portland, OR. Spouse: Ruth. Children: Christopher and 
Benjamin. Evangelical Protestant. Roosevelt High School, Portland, 
OR, 1969; Seattle Pacific University, Bachelor of Arts in History, 
1973; Dallas Theological Seminary, Master of Arts in Biblical 
Studies, 1981; University of South Dakota, Master of Arts in His-
tory, 1988. Teacher, Sunshine Bible Academy, 1981 – 1985; 
History Teacher, Canton School District, 1987 to Present; Athletic 
Director, 1996 – 2007. Canton City Commission, 2007; Mayor, 
City of Canton, 2007 – 2008; State Representative, 2009 – Present. 
Committees: Education and Local Government. 
 

 

Jamie M. Boomgarden – Republican. District 17. Clay and 
Turner Counties. Address:  27348 461st Ave., Chancellor 57015. 
Date of Birth:  July 9, 1968, Sioux Falls. Spouse:  Kelli. Children:  
Ellen, Owen and Griffen. Reformed Christian. Hurley High School; 
South Dakota State University, Bachelors in Athletic Training, 
1990; Masters Degree in Physical Therapy, 1992; certified in law 
enforcement, Pierre Law Enforcement Academy, 1996; one project 
remaining to complete my Masters in Business Administration at 
University of Sioux Falls. Maintain family farm in Davis (grain and 
livestock); Physical Therapist, Avera McKennan. State 
Representative, 2005 – Present; House Majority Whip, 2009 – 
Present. Committees:  Health and Human Services and State Af-
fairs. 
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Thomas J. Brunner – Republican. District 29. Butte and  
Meade Counties. Address:  18769 Quin Rd., Nisland 57762. Date 
of Birth:  February 28, 1958, Belle Fourche. Spouse:  Quin. Chil-
dren:  Krystal, Kelcy, Eric, Kortney, Elliot, Kamryn and Karmin. 
Christian. Newell High School; Denver Institute of Technology. 
Self–employed dairy/farmer. Past President, South Dakota Rural 
Electric Association; Member, South Dakota Rural Agriculture 
Leadership, Class 1. State Representative, 2005 – Present. Com-
mittees:  Agriculture and Natural Resources (Chair) and Education. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Quinten L. Burg – Democrat. District 22. Beadle, Hand and  
Jerauld Counties. Address:  38678 SD Hwy 34, Wessington 
Springs 57382. Date of Birth:  December 2, 1948, Wessington 
Springs. Spouse:  Linda. Catholic. Lane High School; South Da-
kota State University. Farming/Ranching. Vice President, Firesteel 
Ranch Corporation, 30 years; South Dakota Army National Guard, 
6 years. Wessington Springs Board, Amkota Co–Op, 6 years; St. 
Joseph Church Council, 3 years; Chair, Jerauld County Democratic 
Party, 12 years; American Legion. State Representative, 1999 – 
2004, 2007 – Present; House Assistant Minority Leader, 2001 – 
2004. Committees:  Appropriations and Government Operations 
and Audit. 
 
 
 
 
 
Lance Carson – Republican. District 20. Aurora and Davison 
Counties. Address:  PO Box 1112, Mitchell 57301. Date of Birth:  
December 3, 1945, Madison. Spouse:  Donna. Lutheran. Retired 
Business Owner. State Representative, 2007 – Present. Committee:  
Appropriations. 
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Justin R. Cronin – Republican. District 23. Campbell, Edmunds, 
Faulk, Hyde, McPherson, Potter and Walworth Counties. Address: 
PO Box 42, Gettysburg 57442. Date of Birth:  October 9, 1980, 
Sioux Falls. Catholic. Gettysburg High School, 1999; University of 
St. Thomas, St. Paul, MN, Bachelor of Arts in Business 
Management, 2003. Accountant and Tax Preparer, Cahill, 
Schaefbauer and Bauer, PC.; Executive Director, Gettysburg De-
velopment Corporation; self-employed in business services and 
retail. State Representative, 2009 – Present. Committees:  Agricul-
ture and Natural Resources and Local Government.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
R. Blake Curd – Republican. District 12. Lincoln and Minnehaha 
Counties. Address:  38 S. Riverview Heights, Sioux Falls 57105. 
Date of Birth:  September 19, 1967, Atlantic, IA. Spouse:  Deborah. 
Children:  Elliott Hunter, Rilie Bryn and Zachary Blake. Protestant.  
Grain Valley High School, Grain Valley, MO, 1985; University of 
Missouri, Kansas City, MO, Bachelor of Arts in Biology and 
Chemistry; Medical Doctor. U.S. Air Force, 1987 – 2000; Partner, 
Orthopedic Institute, 2001 – Present; Partner, Sioux Falls Surgical 
Hospital, 2001 – Present. Committee Member, South Dakota Health 
Insurance Risk Pool. State Representative, 2009 – Present. Commit-
tees:  Health and Human Services and Local Government. 
 
 
 
 
 

Joni M. Cutler – Republican. District 14. Minnehaha County. 
Address:  3801 S. Judy Ave., Sioux Falls 57103. Date of Birth:  
March 28, 1956, Sioux Falls. Spouse:  Steve. Children:  Jennifer, 
Shanda, Natalie, Rachel, Abigail and Suzanne. Methodist. Lincoln 
High School, Sioux Falls; Augustana College/University of Sioux 
Falls, Bachelors Degree in Social Work (summa cum laude); 
University of South Dakota, School of Law, Juris Doctorate. 
Minnehaha County State’s Attorney office; private law practice; 
University Dean, Criminal Justice and Public Administration, 
Colorado Technical University. Past President, South Dakota 
Women in Law; Bowhay Institute Legislative Leadership, Council 
of State Government, University of Wisconsin; Executive 
Education Certificate, Harvard University. State Representative, 
2003 – Present. Committees:  Judiciary (Chair) and Taxation. 
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Thomas J. Deadrick – Republican. District 21. Brule, 
Buffalo, Charles Mix, Jones and Lyman Counties. Address:  
36696 275th St., Platte 57369. Date of Birth:  August 26, 1952. 
Spouse:  Cindy. Children:  Elaina and Acacia. Lutheran. Platte 
High School, 1970; South Dakota State University, 1975; 
Loyola University School of Dentistry, 1979; University of 
South Dakota, School of Law, 1987. Deadrick Law Office; 
Partner, Zimmer, Duncan & Deadrick; Associate, Kemnitz and 
Barnett; Self–employed, Doctor of Dental Surgery. Chairman, 
Turner County Republicans, 1995; Committeeman, Charles Mix 
County Republican, 2001 – Present. State Representative, 2003 
– Present. Committees:  Appropriations and Legislative 
Procedure. 
 
 
 
H. Paul Dennert – Democrat. District 2. Brown and Spink 
Counties. Address:  11853 391 Ave., Columbia 57433. Date of 
Birth:  June 25, 1937, Columbia. Spouse:  Peggy. Children:  
Kelli and Dana. Lutheran. Columbia High School, 1955. 
Farmer/Cattleman. Board Member, South Dakota Farmers 
Union; Director and Trustee, Cenex; Church Treasurer; Sunday 
School Teacher and Superintendent; Past Chairman, County 
Extension Board; Chairman/Treasurer, Columbia Community 
Fire Association. County Outstanding Young Farmer; North 
Brown County Conservation Award. Township Clerk and 
Assessor; State  Senator, 1997 – 2004; State Representative 
1993 – 1996; 2005 – Present; House Assistant Minority Leader, 
2009 - Present. Committees:  Appropriations, Government 
Operations and Audit and Legislative Procedure. 
 
 
Brian Dreyer – Republican. District 32. Pennington County. 
Address:  1706 Pevans Pkwy., Rapid City 57701. Date of Birth:  
January 5, 1976, Chadron, NE. Spouse:  Shelby. Children:  
Madeline, MacKenzie and Miles. Lutheran. Stevens High 
School, Rapid City; University of Oklahoma, Graduate. Pilot, 
South Dakota Air National Guard; Real Estate Broker; F–16 
Fighter Pilot serving multiple locations and leadership positions 
throughout the world; Representative, Base Realignment and 
Closure Commission; Presently, C–12 pilot, South Dakota Air 
National Guard. State Representative 2007 – Present. Commit-
tees:  Commerce (Vice–Chair) and Health and Human Services. 
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Elaine M. Elliott – Democrat. District 2. Brown and Spink 
Counties. Address: 13687 387th Ave., Aberdeen 57401. Date of 
Birth:  July 11, 1945, Mitchell. Spouse:  Burt. Children:  Shad. Lu-
theran. Stickney High School, 1963; Northern State University, 
Two Year Certificate, Elementary Education, 1965, Bachelor of 
Science in Elementary Education, 1968, Master of Science in 
Elementary Education, 1975; post graduate studies, Northern State 
University, University of Sioux Falls, Augustana College and 
University of South Dakota. Teacher, Garfield Elementary, Sioux 
Falls, and Lincoln Elementary, Aberdeen, 34 years. Curriculum 
Integration, Poetry and Reading and Language, 1990 – 1995; 
Charter Member, Founder and Literacy Coach, Advanced Reading 
Enhancement Approach/SD READS, 2000 – 2006; Literacy 
Consultant and Secretary, Aberdeen Education Association; Secre-
tary, Delta Kappa Gamma; NCATA Review Team; JayCee Out-
standing Young Educator. State Representative, 2009 – Present. 
Committees:  Education and Transportation. 

 
 
Richard A. Engels – Democrat. District 9. Minnehaha County. 
Address:  46430 SD Hwy 38, Hartford 57033. Date of Birth:  De-
cember 7, 1969, Arcadia, CA. Spouse:  Lisa. Children:  Mya and 
Konrad. Methodist. O’Gorman High School, 1987; South Dakota 
State University, Bachelor of Science in Economics, 1991; Univer-
sity of South Dakota, Juris Doctorate, 1995. Practicing attorney 
since 1995; Engels Law Office, 2006 – Present. Committee Mem-
ber, South Dakota Democratic Party Central Committee, 1999 – 
2000; Lambda Chi Alpha; South Dakota Bar Consumer Protection 
Committee, 1997 – Present; Jaycees. State Representative, 2003 – 
2004; 2007 – Present. Committees:  Judiciary and State Affairs. 
 
 
 

 
 
Bob Faehn – Republican. District 5. Codington County. Address:  
56 Sunrise Dr., Watertown  57201. Date of Birth:  April 2, 1958, 
Minneapolis, MN. Spouse:  Susie. Children:  Brent and Lynne. 
Catholic. Florence High School, 1976; Watertown Business Uni-
versity, 1978. Management/ownership of commercial radio stations, 
20 years. Chairman, Codington County Republicans, 2000; Past 
President, Watertown Area Chamber of Commerce; Watertown 
Area United Way; South Dakota Broadcasters Association; Former 
member, Prairie Lakes Hospital Board of Directors; Watertown 
Community Foundation. State Representative, 2005 – Present; 
House Majority Leader, 2009 - Present. Committee:  State Affairs 
(Chair). 
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Mitch Fargen – Democrat. District 8. Lake, Miner, Moody 
and Sanborn Counties. Address:  603 2nd Ave. W, Flandreau 
57028. Date of Birth:  April 12, 1983, Flandreau. Lutheran. 
Flandreau High School, 2001; South Dakota State University, 
Bachelors in Business Economics and Political Science, 2007. 
Legislative and Membership Director, South Dakota Farmers 
Union, 2007 – 2009. State Representative, 2009 – Present. 
Committees:  Commerce and Education. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dennis Feickert – Democrat. District 3. Brown and McPher-
son Counties. Address: 38485 129th St., Aberdeen 57401. Date 
of Birth:  June 19, 1948, Aberdeen. Spouse:  Rae. Children:  
Rebecca, Jason and Megan. Catholic. Leola High School, 1966; 
attended Northern State University. Retired, Aberdeen Fire 
Department, 1969 – 1995; Farming and Ranching Limousin 
Cattle, 1968 – Present; Custom Hay Moving, 1971 – Present. 
Brown County Commissioner, 1987 – 2009; State 
Representative, 2009 – Present. Committees:  Local 
Government and Taxation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Marc Feinstein – Democrat. District 14. Minnehaha County. 
Address:  3205 E. Marson Dr., Sioux Falls 57103. Date of Birth:  
February 24, 1953, Mitchell. Children:  Jennifer, Scott, Rachel 
and James. Stanford University, Bachelor of Arts in Economics; 
University of South Dakota, Juris Doctorate; University of Flor-
ida, Master of Laws in Taxation. Attorney, Feinstein Law Of-
fices; Owner, Former Owner/Manager, Feinsteins Ready to 
Wear, Inc., Aberdeen; Davenport Evans Law Firm; Assistant 
Vice President, Citicorp Trust South Dakota; Hughes Law Of-
fices. Immediate Past Chair, State Advisory Committee of the 
U.S. Commission on Civil Rights; Immediate Past Chair and 
Business Law Committee, South Dakota Bar Association; State 
Bar of South Dakota and Minnesota; Sioux Empire Estate Plan-
ning Council; Second Circuit Bar; The National Academy of 
Elder Law Attorneys; State Board of the Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion; Former Legal Council, South Dakota March of Dimes; Past 
President, Mt. Zion Temple. State Representative, 2007 – Pre-
sent; House Minority Whip, 2009 – Present. Committees: Judi-
ciary, Retirement Laws and State Affairs. 
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Jason Frerichs – Democrat. District 1. Day, Marshall and Rob-
erts Counties. Address:  13497 465th Ave., Wilmot 57279. Date of 
Birth:  November 24, 1984, Watertown. Lutheran. Wilmot High 
School, 2003; South Dakota State University, Bachelor of Science 
in Agriculture Education, 2007. Farmer/Rancher, Frerichs Farms; 
Lake Area Tech Instructor, 2008 – Present. State Representative, 
2009 – Present; House Minority Whip, 2009 – Present. Committees: 
Agriculture and Natural Resources and Local Government. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Peggy Gibson – Democrat. District 22. Beadle, Hand and Jerauld 
Counties. Address:  1010 Valley View Ct., Huron 57350. Date of 
Birth:  February 22, 1949, Huron. Spouse:  Dale. Children:  
Camille, Dane and Michael. Lutheran. Huron High School, 1967; 
Northern Montana College, Bachelor of Science in Secondary Edu-
cation, History and Spanish; post graduate studies, Arizona State 
University. Teacher, 1970 – 1978, 1994 – 1996; Office Manager, 
Sales Department, Registry Resort, 1981 – 1983; Legal Assistant, 
Robert F. Crawford/William C. Wulfers, Jr., 1983 – 1989; Commu-
nications Operator, Phoenix Police Department, 1989 – 1991; 
Retail Sales, 1991 – 1997, 1983 – 1989; Adjunct Professor, Huron 
University, 1997 – 2002. Past President, YWCA; YWCA 
Outstanding Board Member, 2000; Board Member, Mural 
Committee, Huron; Board of Directors, Heartland Area United 
Way; Hometown Hero for volunteer work by Modern Woodmen, 
2004. State Representative, 2009 – Present. Committees:  Judiciary 
and Taxation. 
 
 

Brian G. Gosch – Republican. District 32. Pennington County. 
Address:  312 Alta Vista Dr., Rapid City 57701. Date of Birth:  
May 26, 1971, Vermillion. Spouse:  Heather. Children:  Anthony, 
Leah, Erika, Jocelyn and Easton. University of South Dakota. 
Lawyer. State Representative, 2008 – Present; House Majority 
Whip, 2009 – Present. Committees:  Judiciary and State Affairs. 
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Brock Greenfield – Republican. District 6. Beadle, Clark, Cod-
ington, Hamlin and Kingsbury Counties. Address:  1132 N. Com-
mercial St., Clark 57225. Date of Birth:  October 5, 1975, Water-
town. Protestant. Doland High School; Northern State University, 
Bachelor of Science Degree, 1999. Student Senate, Northern State 
University, 1996 – 1998, President, Student Association, 1998 – 
1999; Intern, South Dakota Senate, 1999; Member, Lions Club; 
Member, Rotary International; Board of Directors, Human Ser-
vices Agency, Watertown, 2001 – 2007; Member, South Dakota 
Farm Bureau; Commissioner, South Dakota Amateur Baseball 
Association, 2009 – Present. State Senator, 2001 – 2008; State 
Representative, 2009 – Present. Committees:  Commerce and 
Taxation. 
 
 
 
Noel Hamiel – Republican. District 20. Aurora and Davison 
Counties. Address:  625 Mitchell Blvd., Mitchell 57301. Date of 
Birth:  December 24, 1947, Chamberlain. Spouse:  Janet. Children:  
Melissa, Melanie and Allison. Lutheran. Chamberlain High 
School, 1965; Northern State University, Bachelor of Science in 
English, 1969. Newspaperman, 1972 – 2007; Publisher, Mitchell 
Daily Republic, 1994 – 2007; South Dakota Community Founda-
tion, 2007 – Present. State Representative, 2009 – Present. Com-
mittees:  Education, Judiciary and Retirement Laws. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Charles B. Hoffman – Republican. District 23. Campbell, Ed-
munds, Faulk, Hyde, McPherson, Potter and Walworth Counties. 
Address:  34328 106th St., Eureka 57437. Date of Birth:  January 
7, 1960, Montclair, NJ. Spouse:  Holly. Children:  Austin, Alexan-
der and Elizabeth. United Church of Christ. Eureka Public School, 
1978; attended Northern State University and Yankton College. 
Lifelong Rancher/Farmer. President and Vice President, O Ranch 
Inc., 1980 – Present; Yelduz Shrine, 1984 – Present; Board, South 
Dakota Cattlemen’s Association, 2005 – Present; State Board, 
South Dakota United Church of Christ, 2006 – Present. Board 
Member, Eureka Public School District, 1989 – 2001; State Repre-
sentative, 2009 – Present. Committees:  Agriculture and Natural 
Resources and Judiciary. 
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Bernie Hunhoff – Democrat. District 18. Yankton County. Ad-
dress:  PO Box 175, Yankton 57078. Date of Birth:  September 5, 
1951, Yankton. Spouse:  Myrna. Children:  Chris and Katie. 
Catholic. Yankton High School, 1969; Mount Mary College, 1974. 
Staff, U.S. Representative Frank Denholm, 1974; Reporter, Water-
town Public Opinion and Madison Daily Leader; Public Relations, 
University of South Dakota; Publisher, Missouri Valley Observer; 
Editor and Publisher, South Dakota Magazine, 1985 – Present. State 
Senate 1993 – 1998; State Representative, 2009 – Present; House 
Minority Leader, 2009 – Present. Committees:  Legislative Proce-
dure, State Affairs and Taxation. 
 
 
 
 
 

Roger W. Hunt – Republican. District 10. Minnehaha and Lin-
coln Counties. Address:  48190 265th St., Brandon 57005. Date of 
Birth:  February 23, 1938, Flandreau. Spouse:  Sharon Lee Boese. 
Children:  Heather R. Taguchi, Dawn R. Siemens and Roger Wayne 
Lamont Hunt. Protestant. Washington High School, 1955; Augus-
tana College, Bachelor of Science Degree; University of South 
Dakota; Juris Doctorate; George Washington University, 
Washington, D.C., Master of Laws Degree. U.S. Navy Judge 
Advocate General Corp, 1962 – 1984, Retired Captain; private law 
practice, 1984 – Present; Nettleton Junior College Teacher, 1989 – 
1994. American Trial Lawyers Association; South Dakota State Bar 
Association; Christian Legal Society; Baptist General Conference 
Board of Overseers, 2002 – 2008. 1993 Humanitarian of Year; 
1993 Disabled American Veterans Award; 1991 – 1993 South 
Dakota Trial Lawyers Awards. State Representative, 1991 – 2000; 
2005 – Present; House Speaker Pro Tempore, 1997 – 1998; Speaker 
of House, 1999 – 2000. Committees:  Education, Judiciary (Vice–
Chair) and Legislative Procedure. 
 
 

Ed Iron Cloud III – Democrat. District 27. Bennett, Haakon, 
Jackson and Shannon Counties. Address:  PO Box 172, Porcupine 
57772. Rancher. State Representative, 2009 – Present. Committees:  
Health and Human Services and Transportation. 
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Phil Jensen – Republican. District 33. Pennington and Meade 
Counties. Address:  10215 Pioneer Ave., Rapid City 57702. Date 
of Birth:  July 24, 1952, Wichita, KS. Spouse:  Janet. Children:  
James and Faith. Evangelical. Southeast High School, Wichita, 
KS, 1970; attended Butler County Community College, El Dorado, 
KS, Wichita State University, Kansas University Medical Center 
and Pratt Community College, Pratt, KS, 1973 – 1977. President, 
Health Advantage Inc., 20 years; President, Marshall Lea 
Enterprises, LLC, 16 years. State Representative, 2009 – Present. 
Committees:  Commerce and Health and Human Services. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kent Juhnke – Republican. District 21. Brule, Buffalo, Charles 
Mix, Jones and Lyman Counties. Address:  29219 250th St., 
Vivian 57576. Date of Birth:  January 15, 1955, Pierre. Spouse:  
Sandy Holmberg. Children:  Megan Stahl and Haley Juhnke. Lu-
theran. Lyman High School, Presho, 1973; South Dakota State 
University, Bachelor of Science in Animal Science, 1978. Self–
employed; Farmer/Rancher. Lyman County Republican Chairman, 
1994 – 1998. Lyman School Board of Education, 1988 – 1994; 
State Representative, 1999 – 2004; 2007 – Present. Committees:  
Government Operations and Audit (Vice–Chair), Taxation and 
Transportation (Vice–Chair). 
 
 
 
 
 
Kevin Killer – Democrat. District 27. Bennett, Haakon, Jackson 
and Shannon Counties. Address:  PO Box 322, Pine Ridge 57770. 
Date of Birth:  May 4, 1979. Native Lakota. Jefferson High 
School, Edgewater, CO; Metropolitan State College, 1997 – 1998; 
University of Colorado Denver; Oglala Lakota College. Field Or-
ganizer, U.S. Senator Thomas Daschle, 2004; Pizza Hut, 2005 – 
2007; South Dakotan Against Discrimination, 2006; Field Organ-
izer, U.S. Senator Barack Obama Campaign, 2008. Oglala Sioux 
Tribe; Treasurer, National Indian Education Association, 2008 –  
Present; Board Member, Oglala Lakota College; Treasurer, Wak-
pamni District. State Representative, 2009 – Present. Committees:  
Education and Judiciary. 
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Mark Kirkeby – Republican. District 35. Pennington County. 
Address:  315 E. Philadelphia St., Rapid City 57701. Date of Birth:  
March 19, 1960, Mobridge. Spouse:  Sheryl. Children:   Elizabeth, 
Billy, Tami and Kelsey. Rapid City Central High School, 1978; 
Black Hills State University, Bachelor of Science in Political  
Science, 1998. Black Hills Development Director, The Salvation 
Army; Hobby Horse Rancher; State Legislature Intern, 1994, 1995. 
Graduate, Leadership Rapid City, Rapid City Area Chamber of 
Commerce, 1995; Past President and Member of North Rapid Civic 
Association; Previous Director,  Rapid City Area Chamber of 
Commerce and Rapid City Economic Development; Member, U.S. 
Marshall’s Posse, Custer Trail Riders Western South Dakota 
Buckaroos, Pennington County Ambassadors and Central State 
Fair. Pennington County Commissioner, 1997 – 2000, 2005 – 2006; 
State Representative, 2007 – Present. Committees: Local Govern-
ment (Chair) and Taxation. 
 
 

Patrick A. Kirschman – Democrat. District 15. Minnehaha 
County. Address:  611 N. Duluth Ave., Sioux Falls 57104. Date of 
Birth:  November 3, 1954, Sioux Falls. Catholic. Washington High 
School, 1973; South Dakota State University, Bachelor of Science 
in Rural Sociology and History, 1978. Metz Baking Company/Sara 
Lee Bakery Group, 1979 – 2006. Chairman, Bakery, Confectionery, 
Tobacco and Grain Miller International Union; Vice Chairman, 
Minnehaha County Democratic Party; Chairman, Legislative 
District 15 Democratic Party, 2005 – Present. State Representative, 
2009 – Present. Committees: Commerce, Retirement Laws and 
Taxation. 
 
 
 
 
 

Don Kopp – Republican. District 35. Pennington County.  
Address:  1618 Downing St., Rapid City 57701. Date of Birth:  
April 19, 1942, Rock Springs, WY. Spouse:  Joanne. Children:  
Dana Kopp, Angela Taylor and Kelly Loftis. Protestant. Hitchcock 
High School, 1962; attended National American University, Rapid 
City. Special Projects Forester, Fire Behavior Specialist, South 
Dakota Division of Forestry, 29 years; Wildfire Incident Com-
mander, Rocky Mountain Interagency Fire Management Team and 
Black Hills Interagency Fire Management Team. State Representa-
tive, 2009 – Present. Committees: Agriculture and Natural 
Resources and Transportation. 
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Shantel Krebs – Republican. District 10. Lincoln and Minne-
haha Counties. Address:  25740 Packard Ln., Renner 57055. Date 
of Birth:  April 28, 1973, De Smet. Spouse:  Mitch. ELCA  
Lutheran. Arlington Public Schools, 1991; Dakota State Univer-
sity, Bachelor of Science in Business Administration. Owner of 
two retail boutiques in downtown Sioux Falls. Past Vice Chair, 
Minnehaha County Republican Party; Board Member, South  
Dakota Symphony; Board Member, First Lutheran Church Media 
Ministry;  Past President, American Business Women's Associa-
tion; League of Women Voters; Southeastern Behavioral Health-
care, Co–Chair for Festival of Trees, 2002 – 2004; Minnehaha–
Lincoln Republican Women; Multiple Sclerosis Society; Leader-
ship Sioux Falls; Dakota State University Alumni Award, 2007; 
Dakota State University Foundation Board; Xcel Energy; South 
Dakota Advisory Board; Silverstone Human Capital Consultant; 
Board Member, Good Samaritan Village. State Representative, 
2005 – Present; House Majority Whip, 2006 – 2008. Committees: 
Commerce and Transportation (Chair). 
 
 
Gerald Lange – Democrat. District 8. Lake, Miner, Moody and 
Sanborn Counties. Address: 1990 Stoney Point Dr., Madison 
57042. Date of Birth:  February 19, 1928, Devils Lake, ND. 
Spouse:  Alice. Children:  Bob, Marilyn, Jill and Heidi. Catholic. 
St. Mary’s Academy, Devils Lake, ND, 1946; University of North 
Dakota, Grand Forks, ND, Bachelors Degree in Philosophy, 1951; 
Georgetown University, Masters course work, 1956; University of 
Navarra, Pamplona, Spain, Ph.D., 1964. High School Teacher, 
North Dakota, 1950s; English Teacher, Spain, 1962 – 1964; His-
tory teacher, Dakota State University, 1964 – 1990. State Senator, 
1991 – 2001; State Representative, 2001 – 2006, 2009 – Present. 
Committees: Taxation and Transportation. 
 
 
 
 
Dan Lederman – Republican. District 16. Lincoln and Union 
Counties. Address:  725 Indian Wells Ct., Dakota Dunes 57049. 
Date of Birth:  November 25, 1972, Waterloo, IA. Spouse:   
Jessica. Children:  Antonio and Ruth. Jewish. East Waterloo High 
School, 1990; University of Iowa, 1990 – 1994. Owner, Lederman 
Bonding Co., 1995 – Present; Medic, Army National Guard, 1991 
– 2001. Commissioner, Union County, 2005 – 2007; State Repre-
sentative, 2009 – Present. Committees: Local Government and 
Taxation. 
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Larry Lucas – Democrat. District 26A. Mellette and Todd 
Counties. Address:  PO Box 182, Mission 57555. Date of Birth:  
January 10, 1951, Platte. Spouse:  Debra Hanson. Children:  
Lindsey, Whitney, Jenna and Andrea. Catholic. Platte High School, 
1969; South Dakota State University, Bachelor of Arts Degree, 
1974. Sales Technician; Retired Educator. President, Todd County 
Education Association, four years; Board of Directors, South 
Dakota Education Association, eleven years, Vice President, 2002 – 
2008; Past President, South Dakota Technology Education 
Association. State Representative, 1991 – 2000, 2007 – Present; 
Assistant Democratic Leader, 1997 – 2000. Committees:  Health 
and Human Services and State Affairs. 
 
 
 
 

David Lust – Republican. District 34. Pennington County. Ad-
dress:  3860 Ponderosa Trl., Rapid City 57702. Date of Birth:  
March 22, 1968, Aberdeen. Spouse:  Rebecca. Children:  Nicholas, 
Isabelle, Benjamin and Samuel. Episcopal. Aberdeen Central High 
School; Dartmouth College, Hanover, NH, Bachelor of Arts  
Degree; University of South Dakota, Juris Doctorate. Partner, 
Gunderson, Palmer, Nelson and Ashmore, LLP. Uniformed Laws 
Commission. State Representative 2007 – Present; House Majority 
Whip. Committees:  Judiciary and State Affairs 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ed McLaughlin – Republican. District 34. Pennington County. 
Address:  4032 W. Main, Rapid City 57702. Date of Birth:  June 
16, 1928, Deadwood. Spouse:  Doris Marie Strom. Congregational. 
Black Hills State University, Bachelor of Science, 1950; University 
of Northern Colorado, Master of Arts in Education, 1954, Doctorate 
in Education, 1962. CLU and Chartered Financial Consultant, 1984. 
Administrator, Lead and Rapid City Public Schools; South Dakota 
State University Instructor at Ellsworth Air Force Base; Agent, 
Prudential Insurance, Rapid City. Elks; Masonic Orders; Kiwanis; 
South Dakota Education Association; Black Hills State Athletic 
Hall of Fame, 1986; Service Alumni Award, 1992; South Dakota 
School of Mines and Technology Outstanding Public Service 
Award, 1997; BPOE Lodge #1187 Citizen of the Year, 1996 – 
1997; Named as 125 Accomplished Alumni, Black Hills State Uni-
versity, 2008. Mayor, Rapid City, 1991 – 1997; State Representa-
tive, 2003 – Present. Committees:  Education (Chair) and Transpor-
tation. 
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Nick G. Moser – Republican. District 18. Yankton County.  
Address: 300-½ W. 4th St., Yankton 57078. Date of Birth:  April 
14, 1983, Yankton. ELCA Lutheran. Yankton High School, 2001; 
University of South Dakota, Bachelor of Arts in Political Science, 
2006; University of Glamorgan, Wales. Director of Youth and 
Family Ministries, Trinity Lutheran Church, 2007 – Present. State 
Representative, 2009 – Present. Committees:  Health and Human 
Services and Judiciary. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Kristi Noem – Republican. District 6. Beadle, Clark, Codington, 
Hamlin and Kingsbury Counties. Address:  18575 US Hwy 81, 
Castlewood 57223. Date of Birth:  November 30, 1971, Water-
town. Spouse:  Bryan. Children:  Kassidy, Booker and Kennedy. 
Pentecostal. Hamlin High School, 1990; attending South Dakota 
State University, with studies in Political Science. 
Farmer/Rancher/Businesswoman. State Representative, 2007 – 
Present; Assistant Majority Leader, 2009 – Present. Committees:  
State Affairs (Vice–Chair) and Taxation (Vice–Chair).  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
David Novstrup – Republican. District 3. Brown and McPher-
son Counties. Address:  1008 S. Wells St., Aberdeen  57401. Date 
of Birth:  February 2, 1983, Aberdeen. Spouse:  Holly. Methodist. 
Central High School, Aberdeen, 2002; Northern State University, 
Bachelor of Science in Business Management, 2006. Small busi-
ness owner; Manager, Wylie Thunder Road, 2001 – Present. State 
Representative, 2007 – Present. Committees: Commerce and 
Transportation.  
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Eldon Nygaard – Democrat. District 17. Clay and Turner Coun-
ties. Address:  1419 E. Cherry St., Vermillion 57069. Date of Birth:  
April 17, 1946, Viborg. Spouse:  Sherry. Children:  Leif and 
Jeanette. Viborg High School, 1964; University of Nebraska, 
Omaha, NE, Bachelors Degree in Business, 1972; Marquette Uni-
versity Law School, Juris Doctorate, 1976. Retired Political Science 
Professor, University of South Dakota; Retired Army Aviator, CW–
4; Farmer; Business owner; Lawyer. Board of Directors, Southeast 
Council of Governments, Sioux Falls and Wine America, 
Washington, D.C.; Pioneer Memorial Hospital Foundation, Viborg. 
State Representative, 2007 – Present; House Minority Whip, 2009 – 
Present. Committees: Commerce and Health and Human Services. 
 
 
 
 

 
Betty Olson – Republican. District 28B. Butte, Corson, Harding, 
Meade and Perkins Counties. Address:  11919 SD Hwy 79, Prairie 
City 57649. Date of Birth:  April 19, 1946, Rapid City. Spouse:  
Reuben. Children:  Casey, Thad, Teri Dee, Guy, Sandy, Dan and 
Sage. Christian. Bison High School, 1964; Black Hills State  
University. Rancher; EMT; Freelance writer; Substitute Teacher. 
State Representative, 2007 – Present. Committees:  Agriculture and 
Natural Resources and Local Government.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ryan P. Olson – Republican. District 24. Hughes, Stanley and 
Sully Counties. Address:  18611 303rd Ave., Onida 57564. Date of 
Birth:  September 24, 1976. Spouse:  Kimberly. Children:  Olivia 
and Jonas. Christian. Agricultural Production, Lake Area Tech 
Degree, Watertown. Farmer/Rancher; Legislative Employee, 2000 
– 2003. South Dakota Virtual Advising Council. State Representa-
tive, 2003 – Present. Committees:  Education and Taxation (Chair). 
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Deb Peters – Republican. District 9. Minnehaha County.  
Address:  705 N. Sagehorn Dr., Hartford 57033. Date of Birth:  
October 11, 1974, Sioux Falls.  Spouse:  Chris. Children:  
Derick and Braden. Lutheran. Wife; mother; small business 
owner; Business Consulting Company, 2003; Certified Public 
Accountant, 10 years. State Representative, 2005 – Present. 
Committees: Appropriations and Government Operations and 
Audit (Chair). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Carol Pitts – Republican. District 7. Brookings County.   
Address:  725 4th St., Brookings 57006. Place of Birth:  Flan-
dreau.  Spouse:  Patrick E. Crotty, Jr. Children:  Jamison, Jody, 
Jarrod, Jeffery and Justin; stepdaughters Bridget and Katherine. 
Lutheran. Flandreau High School; South Dakota State Univer-
sity, Bachelor of Science, 1972; Master of Science, 1984,  
currently Ph.D. Student. Registered Dietitian/Consultant;  
Business Property Owner; Veteran, U.S. Army; Nutrition, 
Health and Food Safety Specialist, South Dakota State Univer-
sity Cooperative Extension Service, 1990 – 2002. Brookings 
Parent Teachers Association, 1985 – 2000; Member, South Da-
kota Dietetic Association; South Dakota Nutrition Council; 
American Diabetes Association; Elks; Optimist. Brookings 
School Board, 1988 – 1994; Brookings County Commissioner, 
1997 – 2000; State Representative, 2001 – 2002; 2007 – Present. 
Committees:  Commerce and Health and Human Services 
(Chair).  
 
 
J. E. “Jim” Putnam – Republican. District 19. Bon Homme, 
Douglas, Hutchinson and Turner Counties. Address:  PO Box 
490, Armour 57313. Date of Birth:  April 18, 1940, Armour. 
Children:  Don, Connie, Amy and Dean. Catholic. Armour High 
School, 1958. Self–employed, promotional sales; U.S. Air 
Force, 1960 – 1968, Strategic Air Command, 817th Air 
Division, 509th Bomb Wing. Lions; VFW; American Legion; 
4–H Foundation; Farm Bureau, Douglas County. Gold Medal 
Winner, U.S. Air Force, Europe, Judo 1964. State Senator, 2001 
– 2003; State Representative, 1987 – 2001, 2003 – Present; 
Republican Chair, 2 terms; House Assistant Majority Whip, 
1995 – 1996. Committees:  Appropriations (Vice–Chair) and 
Legislative Procedure.  
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Valentine “Val” B. Rausch – Republican. District 4. Brook-
ings, Deuel, Grant and Moody Counties. Address:  PO Box 176, 
Big Stone City 57216. Date of Birth:  April 5, 1960, Ortonville, 
MN. Spouse:  Paula Ann. Children:  Miles (Holli), Bryce (Lindsey), 
Molly and Brenna. Catholic. Ortonville High School; Northern 
State University, Bachelor of Science in Business Management and 
Marketing. Production Manager and Sales Manager, Rausch Bros. 
Monument Co., 17 years; Owner/Operator, Omega Lettering Inc., 
2000 – Present. Knights of Columbus; Past Board of Directors, 
Monument Builders of North America; Past Board of Directors 
Northwest Monument Builders; Past Planning and Zoning Board, 
Grant County. Mayor, Big Stone City, 1993 – 1999; State Repre-
sentative, 2005 – Present; Speaker Pro Tempore, 2009 – Present. 
Committees:  Legislative Procedure (Vice–Chair), Local Govern-
ment (Vice–Chair) and State Affairs. 
 
 

Tim Rave – Republican. District 25. Hanson, McCook and  
Minnehaha Counties. Address:  46923 250th St., Baltic 57003. Date 
of Birth:  July 24, 1967. Spouse:  Lisa. Lutheran. Canby Vocational 
School, 1988; McKennan Hospital Paramedic Program, 1990.  
Rural/Metro Ambulance, 1992 – Present. Vice President, South 
Dakota EMT Association; Critical Incident Stress Debriefing 
Board; Board Member, Jaycees, Southeast Council of Governments, 
2008 – Present. State Representative, 2003 – Present; Speaker of the 
House, 2009 – Present. Committees:  Health and Human Services 
(Vice–Chair), Legislative Procedures (Chair) and State Affairs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fred W. Romkema – Republican. District 31. Lawrence County. 
Address:  240 Fairway Dr., Spearfish 57783. Date of Birth:  July 3, 
1947, Artesia, CA. Spouse:  Priscilla. Children:  Mark Hamill, 
Jason Hamill and Adam Romkema. Lutheran. Corsica High School, 
1965; University of South Dakota, Bachelor of Science in Speech 
Pathology, 1969, Master of Arts in Speech Pathology, 1972. 
Northern Hills Training Center, 1976 – Present; Speech Therapist, 
Lead/Deadwood/Spearfish/Belle Fourche/ Newell School Districts, 
1972 – 1976. Past President, American Network of Community 
Options and Resources, 2002 – 2006. Spearfish City Council, 1979 
– 1987; Mayor, City of Spearfish, 1987 – 1996. State 
Representative, 2009 – Present. Committees:  Health and Human 
Services and Local Government.  
 
 



 South Dakota House of Representatives Page 57  
 
Tim Rounds – Republican. District 24. Hughes, Stanley and 
Sully Counties. Address:  513 N. Van Buren, Pierre 57501. Date of 
Birth: November 17, 1959, Pierre. Spouse:  Kristin. Catholic. T.F. 
Riggs High School, 1978; Black Hills State University, Bachelor 
of Science in Political Science, 1983. Independent Claims Adjuster 
and Businessman, 1983 – Present. Past President and Past District 
President, Exchange Club; Knights of Columbus; Dakota Pond, 
Royal Order of Blue Goose; South Dakota Claims Association. 
State Representative, 2003 – Present. Committees:  Commerce 
(Chair), Local Government and Retirement Laws (Chair). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lance S. Russell – Republican. District 30. Custer, Fall River 
and Pennington Counties. Address:  1938 Lincoln Ave., Hot 
Springs 57747. Date of Birth:  November 8, 1969, Hot Springs. 
Spouse:  Starla. Children:  Grant, Madison, Julia and Warren. 
Baptist. Edgemont High School, 1988; Black Hills State Univer-
sity, Bachelor of Science, 1992; University of South Dakota, 
Master of Arts, 1999, Juris Doctorate, 1999. Executive Director, 
Pennington County Republican Party, 1993 – 1994, and South 
Dakota Republican Party, 1995; Law Clerk, South Dakota Fourth 
Circuit, 1999 – 2000; Deputy State’s Attorney, Lawrence County, 
2000. State’s Attorney, Fall River and Shannon Counties, 2001 – 
2008; State Representative, 2009 – Present. Committees: Taxation 
and Transportation. 
 
 
 
 
Todd Schlekeway – Republican. District 11. Lincoln and 
Minnehaha Counties. Address: 4709 S. Equity Dr., Sioux Falls 
57106. Date of Birth:  April 12, 1977, Valentine, NE. Evangelical 
Christian. Mobridge High School, 1996; University of Sioux Falls, 
Bachelor of Arts in Political Science and Bachelor of Science in 
Exercise Science, 2001, Masters of Education, 2007. Staff, John 
Thune for U.S. Senate, 2002; Joe Foss Alternative School, 2003; 
Staff, South Dakota Victory, 2004; Consultant, Public Affairs and 
Media Relations, 2005 – Present. State Representative, 2009 – 
Present. Committees:  Education and Judiciary. 
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Dean Schrempp – Democrat. District 28A. Corson, Dewey and 
Ziebach Counties. Address:  PO Box 62, Lantry 57636. Date of 
Birth:  July 4, 1935, Dupree. Spouse:  Mavis. Children:  John, 
Susan, Allen, Joe, Diane, Bob, David and Angie. Catholic. 
Farmer/Rancher. Airport President, Eagle Butte; President,  
Community Health Youth Organization. Commissioner, Dewey 
County, 1980 – 1988; State Representative, 1993 – 1994, 1997 – 
1998; 2009 – Present. Committees:  Agriculture and Natural Re-
sources and Transportation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Jacqueline Sly – Republican. District 33. Meade and Pennington 
Counties. Address:  22560 Potter Rd., Rapid City 57702. Date of 
Birth:  May 17, 1948, Mitchell. Spouse:  Burton. Children:  Ann, 
Emily and Russell. Lutheran. Platte High School, 1966; Northern 
State University, Bachelors Degree in Elementary and Special 
Education, 1969; Black Hills State University, Masters Degree in 
Curriculum and Instruction, 1996. Teacher, Watertown/Platte/ 
Corsica/Geddes/Wagner/Huron/Rapid City School Districts, 1969 – 
2006. State Representative, 2009 – Present. Committees:   
Agriculture and Natural Resources and Education. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Darrell D. Solberg – Democrat. District 11. Lincoln and  
Minnehaha Counties. Address:  6904 W. Sagamarc Cir., Sioux Falls 
57106. Date of Birth:  February 14, 1942, Lily. Children:  Shannon 
and Heather. Bristol High School, 1960; attended Broadcasting 
School, Brown Institute, Minneapolis, MN. Radio Sales, Sales 
Manager, General Manager, 1965 – 1982; President, 
Owner/Operator, Digital Data Service Sales Training, 1983 –  
Present. State Representative, 2009 – Present. Committees:  Com-
merce and Local Government. 
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Roger Solum – Republican. District 5. Codington County. 
Address:  1333 Mayfair Dr., Watertown 57201. Date of Birth:  
July 1, 1953, Watertown. Spouse:  Lisbeth. Children:  Chris, 
Cassandra and Cirsten. Methodist. Watertown High School, 
1971; Vincennes University, Associates Degree, 1984; Colorado 
Technical University, Sioux Falls, Bachelor of Science in 
Business Administration, 2007. Retired Military, 26 years; 
Businessman/ Self-Employed. State Representative, 2009 – 
Present. Committees:  Commerce and Taxation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Oran A. Sorenson – Democrat. District 25. Hanson, McCook 
and Minnehaha Counties. Address:  25504 485th Ave., 
Garretson 57030. Date of Birth:  February 7, 1952, Sioux Falls. 
Spouse:  Dawn. Children:  Erin, Andrew and Tyler. Lutheran. 
Garretson High School, 1970; Sioux Falls College, Bachelor of 
Arts Degree, 1974. Teacher, Highmore and Hyde Schools, 1974 
– 1975; EROS Data Center, 1975 – 1976; Teacher/Coach, Dell 
Rapids, 1976 – 2007; Sioux Falls Regional Network Auction, 
2007 – 2008; Supervisor, Palisade Township, 20 years; Board 
Chairman, Minnehaha County Town and Townships, 3 years. 
State Representative, 2009 – Present. Committees:  Agriculture 
and Natural Resources and Education. 
 
 
 
Manford “Manny” Steele – Republican. District 12. 
Lincoln and Minnehaha Counties. Address:  3220 W. Zephyr 
Pl., #1, Sioux Falls 57108. Date of Birth:  February 6, 1940, 
Belgrade, MN. Spouse:  Barbara. Children:  Tim, Greg, Randy, 
Matt, Jeff and Brian. Protestant. Paynesville High School, 
Paynesville, MN; American National College, Sioux Falls, 
Associate of Science in Business Administration; Bellevue 
University, Bellevue, NE, Bachelor of Arts in Business Admini-
stration. Retired, Northwest Bell Telephone (US West–Quest), 
28 years; Administrative Director, International Correspondence 
Institute, 7 years. Missionary Work, U.S. and Europe, 2 years; 
Deacon, Assembly of God, Sioux Falls. State Representative, 
2007 – Present; House Majority Whip, 2009 – Present. 
Committees: Retirement Laws (Vice–Chair), State Affairs and 
Transportation.  
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Steve Street – Democrat. District 4. Brookings, Deuel, Grant and 
Moody Counties. Address:  16153 486th Ave., Revillo 57259. Date 
of Birth:  September 4, 1950, Ortonville, MN.  Spouse:  Gail. 
Lutheran. Revillo High School, 1968; South Dakota State 
University, Bachelor of Science Degree, 1972. Farmer, 38 years. 
Board Member, Poet Biorefining, Big Stone. State Representative, 
2005 – Present. Committees:  Agriculture and Natural Resources 
and Transportation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Bill Thompson – Democrat. District 13. Minnehaha County. 
Address:  709 E. Wiswall Pl., Sioux Falls 57105. Date of Birth:  
February 13, 1944. Spouse:  Anne. Children:  Geoffrey and Sarah. 
United Church of Christ. Aberdeen Central High, 1962; Northern 
State University, Bachelor of Arts Degree, 1967; University of 
Kansas, Master of Arts Degree, 1973. Valet, Orthopedic Institute, 
2001 – 2003; Teacher, Lincoln High School, Sioux Falls, 1968 – 
1970, 1974 – 2001; Instructor, University of Illinois, 1980 – 1981; 
Assistant Instructor, University of Kansas, 1970 – 1974. Independ-
ent Scholar Grant, National Endowment for the Humanities, 1990 – 
1991; University Associate in Rhetoric, University of Illinois, 1980 
– 1981; Granite City Jaycees, Teacher of the Year, 1976; Rotary 
Foundation Fellow to Canterbury University, New Zealand, 1967; 
Council of State Governments Toll Fellow, 2007. State Representa-
tive, 2003 – Present. Committees:  Education and Taxation. 

 
 
Larry J. Tidemann – Republican. District 7. Brookings County. 
Address:  251 Indian Hills Rd., Brookings 57006. Date of Birth:  
April 13, 1948, Sioux Falls. Spouse:  Gail Dobbs. Children:  Jared 
and Josh. Baltic High School; South Dakota State University, 
Bachelor of Science Degree; South Dakota State University, Master 
of Science Degree. Retired, Associate Dean and Director, South 
Dakota State University, Cooperative Extension Service. State 
Representative, 2005 – Present. Committees:  Appropriations 
(Chair). 
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Charles M. Turbiville – Republican. District 31. Lawrence 
County. Address:  458 Williams St., Deadwood 57732. Date of 
Birth:  July 13, 1943, Buffalo. Children:  Krista, Jenni and Becky. 
Catholic. Attended University of South Dakota and Black Hills 
State University. Served in the military, 3 years, including one year 
in Vietnam. Governor's Office of Economic Development, 16 
years; Current Executive Director, Deadwood Economic Devel-
opment Corporation. State Representative, 2005 – Present.  
Committees: Government Operations and Audit, Judiciary and 
State Affairs.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bill Van Gerpen – Republican. District 19. Bon Homme, Doug-
las, Hutchinson and Turner Counties. Address:  1304 Laurel St., 
Tyndall 57066. Date of Birth:  March 16, 1949, Scotland. Spouse:  
Karen. Children:  Shawn and Laura Slama. Baptist. Avon High 
School; University of South Dakota, Bachelor of Science in Edu-
cation, Springfield, 1970; Southwestern, Fort Worth, TX, Masters 
of Divinity, 1979. Farmer; Part-time Pastor, East Lake Andes Lu-
theran Church; Retired Lieutenant Colonel, U.S. Air Force Air 
National Guard/Air Force Reserves 1978 – 2006; U.S. Air Force, 
1970 – 1976; Religious Affairs Coordinator/Academic Instructor, 
Springfield State Prison, 1988 – 1995. Three U.S. Air Force Meri-
torious Service Medals; Two U.S. Air Force Commendation Med-
als; Department of Defense Joint Service Commendation Medal. 
Advisory Board, Care Center, Valley City, ND; Co–Chair, Repub-
lican State Platform Committee, 1997 – 1998. Bon Homme School 
Board; State Representative, 1997 – 1999, 2001 – 2004, 2009 – 
Present. Committees: Agricultural and Natural Resources and Edu-
cation (Vice–Chair). 
 
 
Martha Vanderlinde – Democrat. District 15. Minnehaha 
County. Address:  320 N. Western Ave., #2, Sioux Falls 57104. 
Date of Birth:  July 11, 1951, Sioux Falls. Spouse:  Chris Christen-
sen. Children:  Emily Afrouzi and Michael Koch. Catholic. 
O’Gorman High School, 1969; University of South Dakota, Asso-
ciate of Arts in Registered Nursing, 1984; University of Sioux 
Falls, Bachelor of Arts in Organizational Behavior and Manage-
ment, 1993. Rehabilitation Nurse, McKennan, 1986 – 1989; Direc-
tor of Nursing Services, Dakotability, 1989 – 1992, and Huron 
Nursing Home, 1992 – 1994; Clinic Nurse, Wall, 1994 – 1996; 
Nurse Consultant, Good Samaritan Society, National Campus, 
1996 – 2003; Director of Nursing Services, Waterford Assisted 
Living, 2003 – 2006; homecare for father, 2006 – Present. State 
Representative, 2009 – Present. Committees:  Health and Human 
Services and Local Government. 
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Kim Vanneman – Republican. District 26B. Gregory and Tripp 
Counties. Address:  31148 269th St., Ideal 57541. Place of Birth:  
South Dakota. Methodist. Spouse:  Clint. Children:  Ambur (Mike), 
Ashley and Justin. Chamberlain High School; South Dakota State 
University, Degree in Animal Science, emphasis in Business. 
Owner/Operator, Vanneman Farms. Alumnus, South Dakota 
Agriculture and Rural Leadership; Chair, Tripp County 
Republicans, 1999 – 2006; Team teacher for senior high Sunday 
school; Member, Board of Directors, Farm Credit Services of 
America. State Representative, 2007 – Present. Committees:  Ag-
riculture (Vice–Chair) and Natural Resources and Education. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mike Verchio – Republican. District 30. Custer, Fall River and 
Pennington Counties. Address:  PO Box 205, Hill City 57745. Date 
of Birth:  October 23, 1944, Boone, IA. Spouse:  Jeri. Children:  
Tony and Joelle. Protestant. Fort Dodge High School, Fort Dodge, 
IA, 1962. Retail Management, Sears, 25 years; Self-Employed, 12 
years; Executive Director, Hill City Area Chamber of Commerce 
and Heart of the Hills Economic Development Corporation, 7 years. 
State Representative, 2009 – Present. Committees: Agriculture and 
Natural Resources and Transportation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dean Wink – Republican. District 29. Butte and Meade Counties. 
Address:  PO Box 137, Howes 57748. Date of Birth:  September 25, 
1944, Moville, IA. Spouse:  Joan. Children:  Dawn and Bo. Moville 
High School, Moville, IA, 1962; Yankton College, Bachelor of Arts, 
1966; West Chester University, Masters in Education, 1968. 
Defensive Tackle, Philadelphia Eagles, 1966 – 1969; Lecturer, Dean 
of Students and Dean of Admissions, Yankton College, 1970 – 
1974; Ranching and Cattle Industry, 1976 – Present. Commissioner, 
Meade County, 2002 – 2008; State Representative, 2009 – Present. 
Committees:  Appropriations. 
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Susan Wismer – Democrat. District 1. Day, Marshall and 
Roberts Counties. Address:  PO Box 147, Britton 57430. Date of 
Birth:  December 13, 1955, Britton. Spouse:  Mark. Children:  
Clark, Kate and Kelly. Presbyterian. Britton High School, 1974; 
Augustana College, Bachelors Degree in English, with Minor in 
Journalism, 1978; Central Washington University, Ellensburg, 
WA, Accounting Coursework. Self-Employed, Certified Public 
Accountant, 1984 – Present. South Dakota Agriculture and Rual 
Leadership, Class I; Member, South Dakota Farmers Union; 
Secretary/Treasurer, Britton Development Corporation and Britton 
Area Hospice; Member, South Dakota Society of Certified Public 
Accountants. State Representative, 2009 – Present. Committee:  
Appropriations. 
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84th Legislative Session – 2009 
Senate Officers and Employees 

Dennis Daugaard....................................President ...............................................Garretson 
Bob Gray.....................................President Pro Tempore .......................................... Pierre 
Trudy Evenstad ...........................Secretary of the Senate .......................................... Pierre 
Kay Agena ................. First Assistant to the Secretary of the Senate.......................... Pierre 
Carolyn Riter............Second Assistant to the Secretary of the Senate ..................Ft. Pierre 
Carolyn Jorgensen..... Third Assistant to the Secretary of the Senate....................Ft. Pierre 
Cheri Hauschild ............. Secretary to the President Pro Tempore.............................. Pierre 
Rena Ortbahn ...................... Secretary to the Majority Leader................................... Pierre 
Ann Eichinger ..................... Secretary to the Minority Leader................................... Pierre 
Dave Bonde..................................... Sergeant at Arms ..........................................Ft. Pierre 
Robert Bartlett..........................Assistant Sergeant at Arms ....................................... Pierre 
Larry Vetter..............................Assistant Sergeant at Arms ....................................... Pierre 
Josh Klumb .................................. Committee Secretary .............................. Mount Vernon 
Cindy Louder .......................Secretary to the Majority Whips ................................... Pierre 
Barbara Bjorneberg................... Appropriations Secretary......................................... Pierre 
 

Senate Interns
Jordan Fink .............................. Delmont 
Jacob Hamik ...........................Aberdeen 
Britney Jencks.........................Aberdeen 
Caroline Johnson...................... Yankton 
Kevin King............................Rapid City 

Peter Lemke ............................... Sturgis 
Jenna Mann ................................Winner 
Jiyeon Park ............................. Aberdeen 
Jenna Smeenk............................. Newell 

 
Senate Aide

Sam Heidepriem .................. Sioux Falls Will Mortenson .....................Fort Pierre
 

Senate Pages
First Term 
Jameson Berreth..........................Eureka 
Maggie Boe...................................Pierre 
Caitlin Forman ..............................Pierre 
Shelby Freeman ..........................Britton 
Brittani Harris ....................Chamberlain 
Daine McNenny..........................Sturgis 
Amy Miles ....................................Pierre 
Emily Mutschelknaus............ Lesterville 
Mariah Potts......................... Gettysburg 
Benjamin White .......................... Brandt 

Second Term 
Brielle Betzold............................ Veblen 
Tessa Bollinger............................. Pierre 
Marit Hoyme ........................ Watertown 
McKenzie Jones ...................Sioux Falls 
Suzannah Kloucek....................Scotland 
Michael Mayclin .................. Plankinton 
Allyson Pierce .............................. Pierre 
Erin Schoenbeck................... Watertown 
Sarah Thvedt ..........................Beresford 
Thad Titze ............................ Watertown 
Sigrid Wald .................................. Pierre 
Karen Zahradnicek ....................... Pierre 
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Third Term 
Lauren Albers .............New Underwood 
Mitchell Aman .............................. Leola 
Theresa Flahaven ....................Aberdeen 
Audra Hewitt................................ Miller 
Kamaria Iverson.......................... Murdo 
Ann Kroupa............................... Kimball 
Danielle Long ................... Timber Lake 
Sarah Luebke .............................Corsica 
Carol–Anne Mulloy ..........Union Center 
Ryan Peterson ........................Hitchcock 
Shawnee Price.......................Mud Butte 

Fourth Term 
Megan Book ........................... Wakonda 
Shareen Brazil ...................... Watertown 
Shiloh Day..............................Highmore 
Michael Herman..........................Presho 
Kama Konda...................New Effington 
Jazmine Myer .............................. Huron 
Lakin Stenson........................... Gregory 
Shawna Van Zee...........................Miller 
Alissa VanMeeteren .................Yankton 
 

 
84th Legislative Session – 2009 

House Officers and Employees 
Tim Rave ................................................... Speaker................................................... Baltic 
Val Rausch.......................................Speaker Pro Tempore.......................... Big Stone City 
Karen Gerdes ................................Chief Clerk of the House ................................Ft. Pierre 
Arlene Kvislen ........................First Assistant to the Chief Clerk ..........................Ft. Pierre 
Carolyn Perry....................... Second Assistant to the Chief Clerk........................Ft. Pierre 
Karen Stein ............................Third Assistant to the Chief Clerk .............................. Pierre 
Pastor Daniel Varns ..............................Chief Chaplain ............................................. Pierre 
Diane Mellan................................. Secretary to the Speaker...................................... Pierre 
Eileen Eller .............................Secretary to the Majority Leader ............................... Pierre 
Katrina Jarding........................Secretary to the Minority Leader ............................... Pierre 
Melvin Chandler ................................. Sergeant at Arms ........................................... Pierre 
Milo Smith .................................. Assistant Sergeant at Arms.................................... Pierre 
James Smith ................................ Assistant Sergeant at Arms.................................... Pierre 
Linda Daugaard................................Committee Secretary ..................................Garretson 
Lois Henry .......................................Committee Secretary .....................................Senecca 
Jeanette Black ..................................Committee Secretary ........................................ Pierre 
Lisa Shafer ....................................Appropriations Secretary ..................................... Pierre 
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House Interns 
Jeremy Ackerman .......................Canton 
John Currier ......................... Sioux Falls 
Alex Gosch .............................Aberdeen 
Christopher Healy ......................... Utica 
Michael Jacobson....................Aberdeen 
Christian Jensen ................... Watertown 
Andrew Johnson .................. Sioux Falls 

Dohui Kim.............................. Aberdeen 
Alex Mason ............................ Aberdeen 
Sarah Questad............................... Baltic 
Kayla Schneider ..................... Aberdeen 
Jared Slykhuis ......................Sioux Falls 
Merisa Weigel ........................ Aberdeen 

 
House Pages

First Term 
Miranda Bitz ...................................Bath 
Caitlin Brozik............................Gregory 
Larissa Buchholz........................... Tripp 
Jennifer Eimers ..................Chamberlain 
Cortlyn Hagman............................Bruce 
Hunter Kunerth ................Belle Fourche 
Hannah Lily .................................... Lily 
Matthew Mettler .................. Sioux Falls 
Desiree Schaefers.........................Huron 
Brittany Scheier ........................... Salem 
Lyndze Thompson ................... Hartford 
 
 

Second Term 
Carmen Allcock.......................... Britton 
Caleb Anderson ....................Sioux Falls 
Scott Athey............................... Milbank 
Dawn Beck ................................... Pierre 
Brittni Butler ..................... Chamberlain 
Breanna Dirksen................Twin Brooks 
Hanna Distel.......................... Box Elder 
Gail Gabriel ................................... Reva 
Ian Hafner............................. Rapid City 
Whitney Jencks ...................... Arlington 
Jennifer Knock ..................Willow Lake 
Lexy Weber ................................ Britton 
 

 
Third Term 
Eric Brunner...............................Nisland 
Tracy Gebhart ...................... Sioux Falls 
Emma Heggen.............................Canton 
Matthew Huber ...........................Canton 
Darcy Leischner ....................... Parkston 
Tessa Lueth .............................. Brandon 
Gina Mairose............................. Kimball 
Elizabeth Nehlich....................Aberdeen 
Zachary Rogen....................... Garretson 
Anna Safronova ....................Rapid City 
Ashley Schilling....................Rapid City 
Abby Settje ................................ Corona 
Deitrich Thompson ............. Dell Rapids 
Jacob Tiede .............................. Parkston 
Angela Weeldreyer .............. Sioux Falls 

 
Fourth Term 
Brooke Anderson.................. Rapid City 
Aaron Deutsch.......................... Sisseton 
Jessica Hall...................................Onida 
Erin Jensen ................................. Canton 
Thad Kaltsulas..........................Yankton 
Laurel McHenry ................... Watertown 
Marissa Nelson.....................Sioux Falls 
Chelsi Paulson ...............................Clark 
Austin Perry ................................Vivian 
Jarrod Roth ................................... Ethan 
Owen Shay ................................... Pierre 
Candace Shippy......................... Colome 
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83rd Legislative Session – 2008 
Senate Members 

District  County Name – Party Affiliation Home City 
 1 Day, Marshall, Roberts......................................... Gary Hanson – D........................ Sisseton 
 2 Brown, Spink........................................................ Jim Hundstad – D .............................Bath 
 3 Brown, McPherson............................................... Alan Hoerth – D .......................Aberdeen 
 4 Brookings, Deuel, Grant, Moody ......................... Jim Peterson – D...........................Revillo 
 5 Codington............................................................. Nancy Turbak Berry – D ........Watertown 
 6 Beadle, Clark, Codington, Hamlin, Kingsbury..... Brock Greenfield – R...................... Clark 
 7 Brookings ............................................................. Orville Smidt – R ....................Brookings 
 8 Lake, Miner, Moody, Sanborn.............................. Dan Sutton – D........................ Flandreau 
 9 Minnehaha............................................................ Thomas Dempster – R........... Sioux Falls 
 10 Lincoln, Minnehaha.............................................. Gene Abdallah – R ................ Sioux Falls 
 11 Lincoln, Minnehaha.............................................. Jason Gant – R....................... Sioux Falls 
 12 Lincoln, Minnehaha.............................................. Sandy Jerstad – D .................. Sioux Falls 
 13 Minnehaha............................................................ Scott Heidepriem – D ............ Sioux Falls 
 14 Minnehaha............................................................ David Knudson – R ............... Sioux Falls 
 15 Minnehaha............................................................ Gil Koetzle – D...................... Sioux Falls 
 16 Lincoln, Union ..................................................... Kenneth Albers – R ......................Canton 
 17 Clay, Turner ......................................................... Ben Nesselhuf – D..................Vermillion 
 18 Yankton ................................................................ Jean Hunhoff – R........................Yankton 
 19 Bon Homme, Douglas, Hutchinson, Turner ......... Frank Kloucek – D .................... Scotland 
 20 Aurora, Davison ................................................... Ed Olson – R ..............................Mitchell 
 21 Brule, Buffalo, Charles Mix, Jones, Lyman ......... Cooper Garnos – R ....................... Presho 
 22 Beadle, Hand, Jerauld........................................... Tom Hansen – R............................ Huron 
 23 Campbell, Edmunds, Faulk,  
  Hyde, McPherson, Potter, Walworth.................... Jay Duenwald – R..........................Hoven 
 24 Hughes, Stanley, Sully ......................................... Bob Gray – R..................................Pierre 
 25 Hanson, McCook, Minnehaha .............................. Arnie Hauge – R....................... Canistota 
 26 Gregory, Mellette, Todd, Tripp ............................ Julie Bartling – D ...........................Burke 
 27 Bennett, Haakon, Shannon, Jackson..................... Theresa Two Bulls – D...........Pine Ridge 
 28 Butte, Corson, Dewey,  
  Harding, Meade, Perkins, Ziebach ....................... Ryan Maher – D .............................Isabel 
 29 Butte, Meade ........................................................ Kenneth McNenny – R................. Sturgis 
 30 Custer, Fall River, Pennington ............................. Jim Lintz – R .............................Hermosa 
 31 Lawrence .............................................................. Jerry Apa – R................................... Lead 
 32 Pennington............................................................ Tom Katus – D .......................Rapid City 
 33 Meade, Pennington............................................... Dennis Schmidt – R................Rapid City 
 34 Pennington............................................................ Royal “Mac” McCracken – R.Rapid City 
 35 Pennington............................................................ William Napoli – R ................Rapid City 
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83rd Legislative Session – 2008  
House Members 

District  County Name – Party Affiliation Home City 
 1 Day, Marshall, Roberts......................................... Clayton Halverson – D .................Veblen 
 1 Day, Marshall, Roberts......................................... David Sigdestad – D...................Pierpont 
 2 Brown, Spink........................................................ H. Paul Dennert – D .................Columbia 
 2 Brown, Spink........................................................ Burt Elliot – D ..........................Aberdeen 
 3 Brown, McPherson............................................... David Novstrup – R..................Aberdeen 
 3 Brown, McPherson............................................... Al Novstrup – R .......................Aberdeen 
 4 Brookings, Deuel, Grant, Moody ......................... Val Rausch – R.................Big Stone City 
 4 Brookings, Deuel, Grant, Moody ......................... Steve Street – D............................Revillo 
 5 Codington............................................................. Bob Faehn – R........................Watertown 
 5 Codington............................................................. Al Koistinen – R.....................Watertown 
 6 Beadle, Clark, Codington, Hamlin, Kingsbury..... Kristi Noem – R ....................Castlewood 
 6 Beadle, Clark, Codington, Hamlin, Kingsbury..... Paul Nelson – R...........................Hetland 
 7 Brookings ............................................................. Carol Pitts – R .........................Brookings 
 7 Brookings ............................................................. Larry Tidemann – R ................Brookings 
 8 Lake, Miner, Moody, Sanborn.............................. David Gassman – D..................... Canova 
 8 Lake, Miner, Moody, Sanborn.............................. Russell Olson – R ...................... Madison 
 9 Minnehaha............................................................ Deb Peters – R............................Hartford 
 9 Minnehaha............................................................ Richard Engels – D.....................Hartford 
 10 Lincoln, Minnehaha.............................................. Roger Hunt – R...........................Brandon 
 10 Lincoln, Minnehaha.............................................. Shantel Krebs – R.................. Sioux Falls 
 11 Lincoln, Minnehaha.............................................. Keri Weems – R .................... Sioux Falls 
 11 Lincoln, Minnehaha.............................................. Mark Willadsen – R .............. Sioux Falls 
 12 Lincoln, Minnehaha.............................................. Manny Steele – R .................. Sioux Falls 
 12 Lincoln, Minnehaha.............................................. Hal Wick – R......................... Sioux Falls 
 13 Minnehaha............................................................ Phyllis Heineman – R............ Sioux Falls 
 13 Minnehaha............................................................ Bill Thompson – D ................ Sioux Falls 
 14 Minnehaha............................................................ Joni Cutler – R....................... Sioux Falls 
 14 Minnehaha............................................................ Marc Feinstein – D ................ Sioux Falls 
 15 Minnehaha............................................................ Mary Glenski – D .................. Sioux Falls 
 15 Minnehaha............................................................ Kathy Miles – D .................... Sioux Falls 
 16 Lincoln, Union ..................................................... Joel Dykstra – R ...........................Canton 
 16 Lincoln, Union ..................................................... Margaret Gillespie – D ................Hudson 
 17 Clay, Turner ......................................................... Jamie Boomgarden – R ..........Chancellor 
 17 Clay, Turner ......................................................... Eldon Nygaard – D.................Vermillion 
 18 Yankton ................................................................ Garry Moore – D ........................Yankton 
 18 Yankton ................................................................ Charlotte Gilson – R...................Yankton 
 19 Bon Homme, Douglas, Hutchinson, Turner ......... Jim Putnam – R ...........................Armour 
 19 Bon Homme, Douglas, Hutchinson, Turner ......... Gary Jerke – R................................ Tripp 
 20 Aurora, Davison ................................................... Lance Carson – R .......................Mitchell 
 20 Aurora, Davison ................................................... Mike Vehle – R ..........................Mitchell 
 21 Brule, Buffalo, Charles Mix, Jones, Lyman ......... Thomas Deadrick – R..................... Platte 
 21 Brule, Buffalo, Charles Mix, Jones, Lyman ......... Kent Juhnke – R ........................... Vivian 
 22 Beadle, Hand, Jerauld........................................... Dale Hargens – D .......................... Miller 
 22 Beadle, Hand, Jerauld........................................... Quinten Burg – D .....Wessington Springs 



 Legislative Branch Page 69  
 

 

 
District  County Name – Party Affiliation Home City 
 23 Campbell, Edmunds, Faulk, Hyde,  
  McPherson, Potter, Walworth .............................. Justin Davis – R...........................Ipswich 
 23 Campbell, Edmunds, Faulk, Hyde,   
  McPherson, Potter, Walworth .............................. Tom Hackl – R ..............................Hoven 
 24 Hughes, Stanley, Sully ......................................... Ryan Olson – R ..............................Onida 
 24 Hughes, Stanley, Sully ......................................... Tim Rounds – R .............................Pierre 
 25 Hanson, McCook, Minnehaha .............................. Tim Rave – R .................................Baltic 
 25 Hanson, McCook, Minnehaha .............................. Dan Ahlers – D..................... Dell Rapids 

 26A Mellette, Todd ...................................................... Larry Lucas – D.......................... Mission 
 26B Gregory, Tripp...................................................... Kim Vanneman – R......................... Ideal 

 27 Bennett, Haakon, Jackson, Shannon..................... Jim Bradford – D....................Pine Ridge 
 27 Bennett, Haakon, Jackson, Shannon..................... Mark DeVries – R ....................Belvidere 

 28A Corson, Dewey, Ziebach ...................................... Thomas Van Norman – D......Eagle Butte 
 28B Butte, Corson, Harding, Meade, Perkins, ............ Betty Olson – R .....................Prairie City 
 29 Butte, Meade ........................................................ Thomas Brunner – R ...................Nisland 
 29 Butte, Meade ........................................................ Larry Rhoden – R ...............Union Center 
 30 Custer, Fall River, Pennington ............................. Gordon Howie – R .................Rapid City 
 30 Custer, Fall River, Pennington ............................. Gordon Pederson – R........................Wall 
 31 Lawrence .............................................................. Thomas Hills–R........................ Spearfish 
 31 Lawrence .............................................................. Charles Turbiville – R ............ Deadwood 
 32 Pennington............................................................ Brian Dreyer – R ....................Rapid City 
 32 Pennington............................................................ Brian Gosch – R .....................Rapid City 
 33 Meade, Pennington............................................... Michael Buckingham – R.......Rapid City 
 33 Meade, Pennington............................................... Donald Van Etten – R.............Rapid City 
 34 Pennington............................................................ Ed McLaughlin – R ................Rapid City 
 34 Pennington............................................................ David Lust – R .......................Rapid City 
 35 Pennington............................................................ Jeff Haverly – R .....................Rapid City 
 35 Pennington............................................................ Mark Kirkeby – R...................Rapid City 
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83rd Legislative Session – 2008  
Senate Officers and Employees 

Dennis Daugaard....................................President ...............................................Garretson 
Bob Gray.....................................President Pro Tempore .......................................... Pierre 
Trudy Evenstad ...........................Secretary of the Senate .......................................... Pierre 
Kay Agena ................. First Assistant to the Secretary of the Senate.......................... Pierre 
Joan Johnson............Second Assistant to the Secretary of the Senate ....................... Pierre 
Carolyn Riter............. Third Assistant to the Secretary of the Senate....................Ft. Pierre 
Nancy Bloom ................. Secretary to the President Pro Tempore.............................. Pierre 
Rena Ortbahn ...................... Secretary to the Majority Leader................................... Pierre 
Ann Eichinger ..................... Secretary to the Minority Leader  ................................. Pierre 
Dave Bonde..................................... Sergeant at Arms ..........................................Ft. Pierre 
Bob Bartlett..............................Assistant Sergeant at Arms ....................................... Pierre 
James Smith .............................Assistant Sergeant at Arms ....................................... Pierre 
Larry Vetter..............................Assistant Sergeant at Arms ....................................... Pierre 
Cheri Hauschild ........................... Committee Secretary ............................................ Pierre 
Sharon Smith................................ Committee Secretary ........................................... Pierre 
Barbara Bjorneberg................... Appropriations Secretary......................................... Pierre 
 

Senate Interns  
Donnell Anderson ..................Brookings 
James Berreth................................Pierre 
Bailee Buer .............................. Meadow 
Joshua Chilson ......................... Florence 
Seamus Culhane................... Watertown 

Jess Hockley............................... Sturgis 
Abigail Howell .............................Volga 
Robin Ryno ..................................Wood 
Michael Wurtz................................ Yale 
 

 
Senate Aide 

Kristin Mallory ................Belle Fourche 
 

Senate Pages 
First Term 
Michell Brown Otter .....................Isabel 
Holly Coldman........................Montrose 
Aaron Schindler ....................... Reliance 
Kathleen Seim......................... Shadehill 
Ashley Wiedmer ...........................Isabel 
Samantha Wiesler ......................Tyndall 
Jacklyn Willard ..................Chamberlain 

Second Term 
Mitchell Aman...............................Leola 
Andrea Beierlein ........................ Roslyn 
Alex Beres.............................. Worthing 
Shantel Gassman ..........................Henry 
Kyle Kepplinger .......................Scotland 
Kayla Lapka ..................................Leola 
Annie Maciejewski............ Timber Lake 
Alexis Perry..............................Reliance 
Karla Rokusek ..............................Olivet 
Heather Weber...................... Clear Lake 
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Third Term 
Samantha Gerbracht......................Bison 
Michelle Kitterman ........................ Wall 
Rebecca Linneweber.............. Garretson 
Brooke Reiner ............................... Tripp 
Angela Schram..............................Bruce 
Kasey Till................................... Dupree 
Ariel Watt ........................... Eagle Butte 
Cassandra Watt .......................... Dupree 
Jeremy Wolbrink...................... Stickney 

Fourth Term 
Jennifer Adams.........................Madison 
Bridget Ames............................... Huron 
Trent Edwards ................................Lead 
Emily Helms...........................Creighton 
Andrea Hollatz ..............................Clark 
Tyler Jerke............................ Watertown 
Rachel Olsen ............................... Huron 
Candace Rohrbach....................Redfield 
 
 
 

83rd Legislative Session – 2008  
House Officers and Employees 

Thomas J. Deadrick ................................... Speaker....................................................Platte 
Tim Rave .........................................Speaker Pro Tempore........................................ Baltic 
Karen Gerdes ................................Chief Clerk of the House ................................Ft. Pierre 
Arlene Kvislen ........................First Assistant to the Chief Clerk .........................Ft. Pierre 
Carolyn Perry....................... Second Assistant to the Chief Clerk............................. Pierre 
Karen Stein ...........................Third Assistant to the Chief Clerk .............................. Pierre 
Pastor Daniel Varns ..............................Chief Chaplain ............................................. Pierre 
Carolyn Jorgensen......................... Secretary to the Speaker ................................Ft. Pierre 
Joyce Panzer ...........................Secretary to the Majority Leader ............................... Pierre 
Kim Sargent ............................Secretary to the Minority Leader ............................... Pierre 
Melvin Chandler ................................. Sergeant at Arms ........................................... Pierre 
Milo Smith .................................. Assistant Sergeant at Arms.................................... Pierre 
Linda Daugaard................................Committee Secretary ..................................Garretson 
Lois Henry .......................................Committee Secretary ...................................... Seneca 
Jeanette Black ..................................Committee Secretary ........................................ Pierre 
 

House Interns  
Brandon Duxbury ............... Wessington 
Jessie Elmshaeuser............ Ogallala, NE 
Bethanna Feist...............................Pierre 
Katherine Groon ....................Akron, IA 
Jane Gullickson........................ Brandon 
Chris Iverson.................................Pierre 
Joshua Klumb .................Mount Vernon 
 

Dustin Konda........................Sioux Falls 
Travis Lape.................................Marion 
Krissa LeLaCheur ................ Rapid City 
Erika Novstrup ............... Edmonds, WA 
Kari Shafer ............................. Aberdeen 
Terra Willson.................Miles City, MT 
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House Pages 

First Term 
Taryn Arbeiter.......................Rapid City 
Talley Borns...........................Brookings 
Daniel DeGroot.................... Sioux Falls 
Bethany Hill ................................Veblen 
Sara Holmstrom ................ Willow Lake 
Jessica Jones .................................Pierre 
Dusti Michaud.......................Pine Ridge 
Molly Rausch................. Big Stone City 
Garrett Shearer............................... Wall 
Amanda Wegner ............... Willow Lake 
Emma Werling..........................Milbank 
 

Second Term 
Heather Adams......................... Milbank 
Cheryl Bietz ..................................Tripp 
Jacob Fuhrman ....................... Aberdeen 
Jeanne Hettich ............................Roscoe 
Grant Holub....................................Wall 
Melanie Pushor........................... Roslyn 
Cora Rattling Leaf .............. White River 
Maria Skoglund ..........................Canova 
Carolyn Soulek......................... Mitchell 
Pamela Trautner ......................... Roslyn 
Kyle Wernsmann..........................Miller 
Whitney Wright......................... Armour 
Jason Wynia ............................... Canton 
 

 
Third Term 
Tiffany Eldevik .......................Aberdeen 
Daniel Enge............................ Lake City 
James Francis.........................Brookings 
Shana Green......................... Springfield 
Shane Gross .................................Tulare 
Lauren Hauck....................... Sioux Falls 
Adam Jungers ...................... Watertown 
Elise Kazmerzak ............... Lake Preston 
Bradi Porch ...................................Philip 
Devin Rounds ...............................Pierre 
Shelby Schoon ......................... Brandon 
Justin Siemens.......................... Brandon 
Alecia Skea ...........................Rapid City 
Martha Stiegelmeier...................... Selby 

 
Fourth Term 
Courtney Dardis ......................Spearfish 
Megan Foreman............... Belle Fourche 
Cassandra Heuer........................... Pierre 
Lacey Hofhenke .........................Wolsey 
Caitlin Howard ........................... Groton 
Kristi Jensen ........................... Arlington 
Amanda Jones .......................Claremont 
Molly Kopfmann .......................... Virgil 
Emily Nachtigal.............................Platte 
Emma Schaunaman ................ Aberdeen 
Kelly Wismer ............................. Britton 
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